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N VITATION 


LORDs Supper. 


TO-THE i 


Sacrament 


OFTHE f 


WHEREIN 
All the Excuſes that Men ordinarily 


make for their not Coming to thc e 
HoLY GOMMONTON are anſwered. 


by Jo's. GLANVILL Lars 
Miniſter of BATH. 


"The Tenth Edition ; with Addition pe 1 
1 R A Y Is R S, &c. 


E 


LOND 6 N, 1. inted Tor 7 Pipe, 
at the King Arms i in St. Paul's Chnrch-Yard : 


1 and J. 


otton, at the Three Daagers ind 
3 MDCGCXX:;:-- 
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Fish Revere end Father in G0 D, 


PE T E 


Lord Biſhop of. 
BATH aud WELLS. 


| My LoRD, 


Addr reſs 1 the Firſt Eaition of this 
alle Book to Jour Loraſhip, when 
Tou were mewly declared Biſhop of 
nm this Dioceſs; and what I then writ 
was to conpratulate Tour Lordſhip, and 
to ſionify how happy I efteem this Clergy 

and People, in ſuch a Relation. Jour 


43: | Loraſhip 
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＋ 0 N HE 
| * * Right Reverend Father. in 0 0D, 1 
8 0 4 
2 Lend | Bilop of 
: 'f - BATH and WELLS. 


II 


ll | N the Fix Edition of this 
— | [ ' little Book to Tour Lordſhip, when 
J. were newly declared Biſhop of 


P* this Dioceſs.; and what 1 then writ 
4 to congratulate Your Lordſhip, and 
| I Senify how happy 1 eſteem this .Clerpy 
+1 ud P People, in ſuch 4 Relation. Tour 


C Lore; - 


-_ 


* 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, * 
Lordſhip hath now govern'd ſeveral Tears 
among us, and fully anſwer'd the Ex- 
pectations of thoſe that knew Joa, and 

the Deſires of thoſe that did not, in the | 
Wiſdom and Juſſtice of Jour Manage- 
ments ; ſo that at this Time Act nom. 
leagments are more proper than Gongra, 
tulations; and particularly, we ought, 
with humble Thankfulneſs, to own Jour 
6 Loraſhip's Care and Teal for the great 
Iintereſt of the Church and Religion that 
1 preſs in this Diſcourſe, the . Succeſs of 
which hath been ver) incouraging, and 
j particularly in this Place, where, among ; 
abont Eleven hundred Communicable Per- 
ſons, Inhabitants of the Three Pariſhes i 
within this City, I gave the Sacrament 
' /* this laſt Eaſter to above Eight hanared | 
of them, I pray God to continge, and to 
iucreaſe this Number : Throagh his 
Grace and Help I hope to give jet 4 
better Account of the Regular ty of this 
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x writ J 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


I writ the Diſcourſs for their Vſe, 
and it had gone no farther if I could 
ave got Tranſcripts enow for them : In 
Defect of ſuch, I committed it to the 
Preſs, and underſtand ſince, that God 
| hath bleſt theſe poor i e in divers 
other Places with _— much 9 
mn) e, . 


I have often thought nee of writing 
4 | other little Manuals, concerning Hearing, 
Prayer, Meditation, and ſach like, chiefiy 
2 the Needs of thoſe of mine own Charge, 
| with Reference alſo to a more pablick Be- 
| pefit ; but my great and conſtant Buſineſs 
of preaching twice 4 Week, and Aiten- 
© dance every Day, and almoſt every Hour 
| of ir, on the C:urch, or other Services 


| of his Peopbe, will not Oey _—_ 
4 mit. 


# 


44 - m3 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory; 


Theſe are Times in which our atmoſt 
Diligence is neceſſary, not ouly for the 
| Reducing the Miſs led on the one hand, but 
for the Exciting theCold and Unconcernꝰd 
on the other And tis hard to ſay from 
which the Church hath ſuffered more, 
either the Miſtakes of Zeal, or the Want 


of it, We, Tour Lorafhip's Clergy of 5 


this Dioceſs, beſides the other common 
Conſiderations of Duty, and Spiritual 
Rewards, have the incentives of Tour 
Loriſhip's Encouragement and Example; 
and if we are remiſs, our Negligence 
will be inexcuſable, and our Guilt will 
be aggravated by our Privilege. 


My L OR Ds 


7 


I pray God give Toy farther Succeſs in 
Tour pious Endeavours for the Good of Bi 


this poor, broken, and divided Church, 
and make all th: Miniſters of it, faithful 
and induſirious in their great and moſt 


 honara- | 


E 4 


PEOPLE of my CHARGE. 
| My Dear Neighbours, 


Lthough We of the Publick 
Miniſtry cannot expect to do. 
much by our Perſwaſions and 
1 Endeavours in ſuch an Age 
as this; Yet we ought to perſevere 
Fin our Work with Courage and Reſo- 
lution, and not ſuffer our ſelves to be: 
overborn by any Difficulties, or Dif 
Zcouragements whatſoever: For Duty, 
belongs to us, but Events unto God; 
ho will reward the Labourers w hat- 
ver be the Succeſs of their Labours. 
And as every Minifter of Religion 
pught to be active and reſolv'd in the 
Worb and Patience of the Goſpel; fo 
he ſhall then beſt acquit himſelf in 
It, when he ff udies the pr oper needs of 

he Age, and Place wherein. he lives, 
and accordingly directs his Endeavours 
0 provide for them. Now there is 
V nothing 


— 


12 An Earneſt Invitation. 


nothing, that I know, that is wanted 


more in our Days, than a due Senſe of 5 t 


the Neceſſity and Advantages of the 


Holy Sacrament of the Lars: Supper, 


the general Neglect, not to ſay Con- 


tempt, of which, hath, I am perſwa- 
ded, been a great and ſad Occaſi- 
on of the Debaucher y and Diviſions 
that are amongſt us; and I verily | 
think, that there could not be a more 
effectual Means to reduce us to Sobrie- | 
) and Dion, than a frequent and re- 
verent Uſe of that Divine Inſtitution. I 
From this Perſwaſion, I have earneſtly, | 


and often, as you can bear me witnels, 
preſſed this great Duty upon your 


Conſciences, and affectionately re- 
commended it to your Practice, 1 
have repreſented its Nature with all © 
poſſible Plainneſs, and urged its Ne- 
ceſſity with a Vigour in ſome Meaſure 
ſuitable to ſo great an Occaſion : I have 


told you the Danger of wilful Neglect 


on the one Hand, and the Benefits of 


due Per formance, one the other ; but 


notwithſtanding all, there are too 1 


many of 80 that ſecm yet inſenſible, | 


and 


The Epiſtle Dedicary. 
© honourable Calling; that we may gain 
of the Favour and Approbation of God, and 
then tis no Matter how we are treated, or 


© rhbought of by perverſe and ſenſual Mon 


n- So ever prayeth 


ns 4 My Lok p, 

1. Tour Lordſhip's 
Moſt Faithful, And 

Moſt Obedient Servant 


J0ſ. Glanvill. 
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F -<o the Z02d's Supper 

7 ku all, as far as the Subje& will Ws 
WW. in the purſuit of what I intend, 1 
can, by God's help to proceed in this 


F c 1) I ſhall diſcourſe with all con- 
venient Brevity, and Plainneſs, on the 
| Natur and Deſign of the Lord's Supper. 
1 (20 Give the General Reaſons to in- 
3 Di the Duty; under which Head, I 
ſhall apply my ſelf to Two ſorts of 
3 Refuſers, viz. Thoſe that neglect 
/i) On the Account of pure carelefe. 
neſs and ſtapidity, and (2) Thoſe that 
ſtand off upon the ſcore of miſtakes of 
FE onſcience. 
In treating with the Ci: I ſhall 
| ew that their obſtinate Refuſal takes 
ff all Pretence they can have to 
briſtianity, and puts them into the 
q tate of Infidels and Heathens ; yea in- 
to a worſe Condition than hat of meer 
Iynbelievers. As to the other fort, viz. 
The aiſſatisfyed in Conſcience; I ſhall ; 
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Eendadet their Reaſons againſt Commun. 
e 1 to tlie TH: of out 
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16 An Earneſt Invitation F 
juſtifiable Grounds, why they ſhould re-. 
fuſe tojoyn with us in that ſolemn part : 


3 
. 
1 N 
3 
Ws 
1 
* * 
ace 


of Chriſtian Worſhip. 
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CHAP. II. 


[ 
OT 
s Begin with the Firſt, The Natare 1 
| of the Lord's Supper, Concerning +1 
this there hath been an infinite diver- t 
ſity of Opinions and Diſputes ; the _ © 
Effects of which Differences have ff 
been much Noiſe and many Tumults, . 
Schiſms, and Wars, with a vaſt heap of I 
- Miſchiets and Calamities to the Chri- 01 
ſtian World: I ihall not therefore 
trouble you with any thing of needleſs 7 
Controverſy, or Notion, on this Ar- 
gument ; but ſtate it ſo far only, as it P 
relates to practice; and I ſhall take all fu 
l have to ſay about it from the Mord th 

of God, the beſt Rule to guide us in the ca 

Enquiry. And if dypurrng Men wouldg 

ons in this Matter, all the Trouble andy 


—_ 


Micchiefs had been avoided; But thigh 


LN 
* 

+ $4 4 
n 
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do the Toꝛd's Supper. 13 
and unconcerned. I have publickly 
t deſired thoſe that are either 7gnorant 
or aiſaſatisfy'd, to accept of my private 


Help and InſtruQion, and have ofſer'd 
them the utmoſt of my Aſſiſtance for 
their better Information and Directi- 

on. And after all this, I know not what 
„ I can do more to ſerve you in thisgreat 
1g Intereſt of yours, except I put ſome- 
r- thing in your Hands that may be 
he ever with you, and that you may con- 
Ve ſider on all Occaſions. Pablick Teach— 
ts, ing, by word of Mouth, are too much 
\ of looked upon as caſtomary Exerciſes, and 
1rj- on that Account they loſe their Forge: 
ore , with ſome; and the greateſt part, even 
eg of the better Auditors, cannot keep 
their Minds fo cloſe and intent to a 
s it 4 Diſcourſe ſpoken as to receive it in its 


+ 


all full Evidence and Power; or though 
Vord the Hearers are never fo diligent and 


+ * 
+ 
. 


the careful, our Words are forgotten 


8. 
„ 
Gel] 


lraiſe vaniſh without any conſiderable 
and Eflect upon their Wills. For which 


rati- 

"hi Reaſons I have reſolved upon this 2 

hatiCourſe, to caſt ſome of the plain 
e Things 


duld Quickly, and the Affections that they _ 


moſt ſuitable help I can give, towards H 


—— P > oo 
6 
P, - 
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? before their Eyes EE And that thoſe bj 


of this moſt excellent Ordinance, by * 


their Duty. : 


by 
4 
3 

1 


things I have preach d concerning the 
Holy Sacrament into Writing; That 


thoſe who are unfit for that great 


Duty by reaſon of Ignorance, may have MW 


the propereſt means of Inſtruction & 
that I can provide for them always in . 


their Power, and when they pleaſe, f. 
that deprive themſelves of the Benefits # 


reaſon of the M:ſtakes of their erring th 
VUnderſtandings, may alſo have the W 


the ſetting their Minds right, and the Ma 
reconciling them to their Privilege, andi 
For theſe purpoſes, I ſhall (as my 


manner is) repreſent what I have tofifi<: 
ſay, in the moſt diſtin and ea way rf 


I can contrive, avoiding all thingsWMt 
that are hard, either in notion or e- 
preſſion; and ſtrive, as near as poſ- t 
ſible, to ſpeak all along to the moſt i 


ordinary Underſtandings. For I look 


upon plaiuneſs as the beſt Dreſs. for 


Truth, and my great Care and Endea-W\ 


your conſtantly is, to. be #nder/tooa 


— — — © 


1 * . - - 
q 4 2. | 
* 


to the Loꝛd's Supper, 17 


Rath been the Miſery ; ſome govern 


at heir Thoughts of this Holy Inſtituti- 
at n by corrupt and move! Traditions, 
ve ind others by meer vain and arbitrary 


on FFancies, Yea, Thoſe who have been 
in light in the main, have yet ſo mingled. 
fe, che plain Truth with Alluſions, and 
MPoken of it in ſuch a phartaſtical, and 
Hycertain Way, that ordinary Under- 
tandings have been confounded, and 
thoſe that are for downright Senſe, 
the Without the mixtures of Imagination, 
rds Have not been able to tell what to 
the Make of hat, which they heard de- 
and@ibed in ſuch a fanciful and various 
Faſhion. This particularly hath been 
mylly own cafe; I had heard Men 
e tofficach ſo humourſomly, and ſo di- 
way ly about the Sacrament ; ſo much 
ings t of their own Heads, and fo little 
e- of the Oracles of God, That I was 
pol. ite bewilder'd and loſt, and came 
moſt alt to that paſs, that I kzew nothing 
look of it; which Ignorance,and con- 
foren of Thoughts, was the natural 
\dea & of ſuch Diſcourſes; For when 
y ſtood n once ramble in the way of phraſes, , 
" by metaphors, 
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And whither ſhall we go to enquire af g 


' themſelves? Theſe J ſhall conſider ff 


„ 
* 5 


* 


them what is the Nature and Deſign * 
the Holy Appointment. 


| 18 An Earneſt Jubitation 


metaphors, and conceits, as they loſeſ 
themſelves, ſo they perfectly eres 
and amuſe thoſe others whom they 
ſhould inſtruct. I therefore betookl 
my ſelf to the plain Expreſſions of Scrip. 
tare concerning this matter; in thenlf 
I found an eaſy Account of the naturi f 
and deſgan of this Divine Ordinance 


a 


ö 


ter it, but to the Words of In{itatici ; 


and then gather together thoſe oro 4 
Paſſages of Scripture, which tend tt 
the ſurther explication of it, 75 
..) The Words of-Inftitution ar 
Mas. 26. L Take, Eat, This is my Bod 
v. 26 Andirink ye all of it. For this ing = 
my Blood f the New Taſtament, v. 2 
28.] To which is added in the GoſpM® 
of St. Lake [ Do this in Remembrance 4 
me, Luke 22, 19. Theſe words | ſha 
ſeverally explain, and then infer oy 


_ofc 


Tr 


J 


Take Eat, This is my Body = 
And, This is my Blood Here! 
tale Notico, That hy and Bl 


to the Lo2d's Supper. 
q not relate to the Bread and 924 
ut to the Actions, Eat and Drint, 
* appeas plainly in the 
gm 'Tis not this Tin, not 
Bread, and this Wine, are : 
my Body and Blood, but 
Tie Sacramental eating and drinking o 
” cel In this Chriſt's Body and Blood, viz- 
x His Incarnation and Sufferings are re 


K ic Ireſented to us. And yet by a Figure. 
4 e conſecrated Elements may be callꝰ 


j "his Body and Blood alſo; ſo the Form 
"A a the Eating the Paſchal Supper WAS. 
Thi: is the bread of affiition which ous 
Lathers did eat in Egypt; Not the very 
ame, but a Memorial of it, and the 
Fate of Bondage from which they 
| 2" ere deliver d. Thus, 1 Cor. 10.3,4; 
OP W424 is call'd ſpiritual bread, and the 
lf bock ſpiritual arink ; and that Roc, 
7 : Not that they could poſſibly | 
ſo in the Letter, but they fg 
85 th at /piritual food, and were Tokens 
nk Preſence. And thus the 
1 a Bread and Wine may be 
Wd his Boa) and Blood, that is, Fi. 
res and Repreſentations of them; 2 ; 
that 


Pod 
his i 


— 


—_— 


tor the Doctrine of Tranſubtantiation 
in theſe words, as the Roman Church 


CO" 


5 ſider'd. 


Pay. 
20 An Earneſt Invitation . 
, that Not barely of his Sufferings, but 3 
(as the * Father notes) of & 
all the Myſteries of the In- b 
carnation which are ſ/znifjcd and inclu- 2 
ded. Thus anciently the Elements 
were call'd Figures, Symbals, Images, 
ſenſi ile Things inſtead of ſpiritual, and 9 
we know 'ris in common ule to call tbe 
Pidture by the Name of that it repre- 
ſents, as this is a Man and that a Bird 
or Beaſt. So that there is no ground 


* Baſil, 


pretends, But I wave Diſputes, and ' 
come to che next Expre fon to be con- Fa 


„ This ts the 1 Te. 
alain Ae or * Covenant in 
. 1 Blood.] vix The Siga 
and Seal of the Covenant made in his 
Blood ; a Covenant wherein God enga- Fo 
ged to Beſtow on us Pardon of Sin, Wu 
and Eternal Life; and we romiſe Au; 
faithful and ſincere Obedience: Thus in a 
the eldeſt times, Eating and Drizking 
were Covenant Rites : As we may. ſee * 
in the Compacts between Iſaac and 
2 


to the Low 8 n 21 


ele, Gen. 26. 30 And between 
acob and Laban, Gen. 31. 44, 46. 80 
K That the Sacrament is not a bare Sign, | 
put tis the Seal of God's gracious Co- 
venant made with us in his Son. 15 
ts 0 [Do this in Remembrance of me] 
3 1. has always been uſual to comme- 
morate, and remember Benefactors 
Ie nd great Me rcies by Feaſts and Feſti- 
Foals, The Heathens had _ 

ra their * Feaſis in Memory * 4s old nn 
of their Heroes; And the © ie. 
Paſſoever, a Type of this 

Supper, was appointed to preſeve 
the Memory of the Iiaelites delive- 
Fance out of Egypt, Exod 12. 14. 
be Lamb was eaten with bitter herbs, 
e. ſo commemorate the bitterneſs of their 
in Pervirude; the Red Wine was a Re- 
zu embrance of their Blood Which Pha- 
his Fol ſpilt ; and the wnleavened Bread, 
ga- to remember them, that they carried 
din, Tech out of Eg 1p at their Depar- 
niſe Jure: And his our Blefſed Saviour 
s in Path appointed this Hol) Rite, to 
ing print upon us the Memory of what 
ſee Pe hath done and Hrs for us, 


and 2 ther 
me- . 


22 An Earneſt Invitation 


that we might not forget our Deliveſh 
rance by him from a Bondage greater 

5 than Eg) yptian. 1 

: And now from theſe main Paſſage 4 

. thus explain'd, *tis eaſy to infer, Thar 
The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper * 
is 4 Memorial Feaſt, appointed for 
« ſolemn Remembrance © of Chr 
our Lord; and 4 Seal of the Co 
venant that God hath made with as ii 8 
. Two things then it is principal 4 
| deſign'd for, (1) to Remember us 0% 
- our Lord and Saviour, and (2) to b. 

» a Seal of the Covenant of Grace, OF 
= cach briefly, _ 


% (.) Tis for a Remembrance no 4 97 
* only of his Perſon, or only of his Sa If! 


: ferings, or any other particular Part o 
his Miniſtry ; but we are by it re 
; quired thankful and affecllouately bi 
call to mind, Al that he hath 1 
and all that he hath ſuffered ; His 77 5 
Doctrine, and Laws: His Paſſi on, Roher 
*  furreftion, and Aſcention ; His Vito 
| © over Sin, Death, and Hel; and thi 


"gracious Co ovenant that God bath mad 
Wil 


V. 


0 


to tbe Lozd's Supper. 23 


Mtimated before) of which the Holy 
ol $ acr ament is a Sign and Memorial + 

hal Ind the Remembrance of theſe which 
ve are called to by the Divine Inſtitu- 
ion, is not only ſome ſlight and paſſh, ng 
9 houghts, but a ſolemn and moſt ſeri- 
2-5 fixing of them upon our Minds, in 


Ins with Love, and our Wills with Re- 
1; plution, that we may live anſwerably 
o do that excellent Religion of the Holy 
Feſus which we profeſs. 
© (2) 'Tis the Seal of a Covenant, 
1 New Teſtament in my Blood] The 
90 f ov enant is, That God will give Pardon 
Saß n Sin, and Eternal Life; upon the 
2 onditions of Faith and Repentance. 
t re This He ſeals to us in the Sacrament, 
Ind aſſures us, that he, for his part, 


Ty 
| thi 
mad 


Lord's Supper is a Sacrament by which 


ntered into at Bat iſi. They our Sure- 


wil ".:-.. =o 


1 ith us through him , Theſe are all | 
c in his Bod) and Blood, (as 1 


order to the i nflaming of our Affecti- 


Pill make good his Promiſes; and we 
77 In our ſeal, that we will endeavour to 
gerform the Conditions. So that the 


e confirm thoſe Engagements we are 


our ow Perſons promiſe to act accon 0 
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which L ſhall conſider briefly, in orde w 


(3) That we ſhew the Lorg's Death CE 
1 _ 11.26, 


Prag and Thankſgiving. Our Savioudac 
Mat. 26. gave Thanks when he tool ee. 
the Cap. The Jews uſed to conclud g * 

their Paſcal Supper with a Cup 0 4 
Wine, at which time they ſung al 
Hymn, and therefore called it hl yy 


— oor er 
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tres undertook for us, that we {houl(! 


be faithful in the Covenant; and in 
this Holy Ordinance we take "all thokt 
Obligations upon our ſelves ; and in 


ding to them. 3 

This plainly and in ſhort, is the 
Nature and Deſigz of the Holy Sacra 1 
ment, concerng which there ati 2 
ſome other Expreſſions in Scripture r 


to the further Explication of th: T 
Sacred Myſtery, The chief ar. fic 
theſe th: 

Tis called C1 ) The Cup of of f Bleſſin 17 Of 


1 Cor. 10. (2) The Communio) vw: 
of the Boay 4 Au of C briſt, 1 Cor of 


10. 16. And in the Duty 'tis ſaic 


(x) The Cup of Bleſſng, viz. © 


” 


Co 
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oft Praiſing and 
F* Bling. And the Hea- Demeter, 
oſeh thens allo alter.” their jnayinn * 
hn Meaſts had their * Caps 
of Praiſe to their Gods; 3 
Sat „O-, & 
which ſome take to Tl 
the be the Cup of Devils | : 
ra, mentioned by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 10 
alt 91. So that by this we are taught to 
ure Femember our Lord at his Table, 
de: With praiſe and grateful acknowledg- 
thi ments: And therefore the Ancients. 
alt from hence call'd the Lord's Supper, 
the Holy Euchariſt, namely, a Feaſt 
ſing of Thankſgiving, and the Solemnity 
ni Was always artended with a Hymu 
Cor ot Praiſe. 
fac (2) Communion 1 
Cor * Communication) Ken. 
f the Body and Blood 
F Chriſt, viz. The Sacrament is a 
ou Sacred Rite, in which God communi- 
tool cares and imparts to all worthy Re- 
1ud;@ivers, the Benefits of Chrilt's Iacar- 
p On and Suſferings. He doth then 
z alf qu e and ſolemnly exhibit 
the . B them 


CY 
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them to thoſe that duly attend upon | 8 2 
that Divine Appointment. -Þ 
(3) [4s often as ye eat —— * 
ye do ſbem the Lord's Death] viz. (1) y 
Declare unto Men with Joy and Glo- 0 
rying, that we believe he dzed for ſuch © t] 
Purpoſes, and that he hath procured in- ff 
eſtimable Benefits for us by his Death. 7 
That therefore we will adhere, and rr 
ſtick unto him ; and that neither Death tt 
nor Life ſhall ſeparate as from the Love w 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, And tl 
(2) import our ſhewing and declaring | h. 
this alſo unto God, and pleading it with! o 
him for his Pardon and his Grace, for J 
the ſake of that meritorious Paſſion . ar 
which we ſet forth, and commemorate. V 
Theſe Paſſages fall under the Account th 
1 have before given of the Ordinance, fo 
and ſhew how we are to remember our t 
Lord in it, and what we may . in m 
ſo doing. 10 
Thus briefly of tlie Nature and De-. 
ſean of the Sacrament, I might have 
run the Matter into a large Diſcourſe, N 
but I reſolve on Brevity. In what 1 th 
have mic you will find all Things that X e 
are 


do the L's Supper. 27 
n Hare neceſſary and eſſential to the Ordi- 
| FTxance: For the NViceties and Diſpates 
= | that are about it, you need not trouble 
) © your ſelves with them ; but ſo mach 
)- **of it as I have repreſented (I mean in 
the Subſtance of the Particulars) tis 
n- fit you-ſhould know: And therefore 
h. I intreat you, eſpecially thoſe of the 
d more ordinary Underſta andling, to re- 
turn back and fix your Thoughts a 
ve While upon thoſe Periods ; 2nd read 
id them over and over again, till you 
ig have a clear and diſtinct PAporehenl] jon 
th of the Subject they explain. I know the 
or Thoughts of moſt are very confuſed 
on and much 1 in the Dart about it, and 
te. While they are fo, they cannot demcan 
nt themſelves 28 s they ought in the Per- 
ce, formance of the Dury, nor receive 
ur thoſe Benetits that otherwiſe they 
in might from it. I beſeech you there- 
fore not to content your {clves witli 
De- a ſingle and running Reading; ; Many 
ve Divine Truths will not enter inte our 
1 Minds at firſt Sight; or, if they do, 
2 they, are gone as foon as they are re- 
eib d: Though they are never ſoplainly 
= B 2 expreſs'd, 


* 
7 N 


fore you will do your ſelves this right ; 7 
And I thus urge you to Conſideration J 
of my Accounts, not as if I fanſied I te 
had made any Diſcoveries in them tl 
which were not made before; (No t. 
Theſe are known Things among the c 
intelligent ſort of Chriſtians) but Ido d 
it, becauſe I ſpeak to the meaxer, and | * 
leſs improved Underſtandings. And, ] 
perhaps from the Repreſentation of the c 
Affair which I have given, the others 
alſo may receive the Advantage ofa f 
clearer Order and Method to their 
Thoughts, and be delivered from many « 
| 

| 


unneceſſary and uncertain Notions that 
they have imagined to be of great Con- 
ſequence to be believed and known, 
 whenelther they are not true, or not 
; conſiderable, 355% ˙ os bo 
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CHAP. III. 


e- I Come now to the main 1 Thing de- 
1 ſign, vis. (II.) To ge this great 
| Dury which | bave thus explain d, and 
N 14 to do what I can to perſwade you to 
m the conſcientious Practice of it. Now 
vo | there are two Things that commonly 
ne > oblige Men to Action, namely Conſi— 
do derations of Dary, and of Intereſt. 
ad And there are both here in the higheſt. 
d, 3 Degree, to ingage us. I ſhall diſcourſe 
he 1 of cach. 
„ (..) We have the Motive, and Rea- 
4 2 ſon of Duty, and Duty in ſuch Cite: 
ir 4 cumſtances, as have the greateſt 
Obligation in them. A LOR D 
; = who hath all Right to our Obedience 
both by Nature and by dear Purchaſe, 
Y hath commanded us to do this. And, 
"4  ASAVIOUR, who hath reſcued us 
| from the Jaws of Hell and Death, and 
hath procured for us endleſs Life and 
XZ Glory; hath required it of us. Here 
4 is the Authority of juſt Power, and the 
Us B 3 9. 
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of Goa, the Mug of both the Worlds, 


the Redromer of Men, tis He that com. 


mands, and his Commandmeuts are not 
grievous ;had he put upon our Necks a 
Yoke heavier than the Jenſh Ceremo- 
tes; had he enjoy n'd a greater Number 
of coſtly and /avorzous Rites than thoſe, 
and required ſo many of ſuch Services 
from us, as would have taken up all 
our Time, and imployedall our Strength, 


and wearicd all our Powers; yet theſs 


we ought to have abferocd without 


Repining, and thought all but ſmall 


Homage to his Greatneſs, and ſmall 
Acknowledgment of his Love. All 


 dbeſe had been Nothing in compare with 
what he hath done tor us freely with— 
' out, Merit or Obligation; Nothing, to 
his leaving the Boſom of the Father, 

and the Glories of the Upper Wor id, 
and the Hallelujahs of the Blefſed ; 
Nothing, to his deſcending to a World 
of Infamy and Woe; Nothing, to his 
(uffering 


8 
r 
N 

5. 3 

"LP 


Obligations of aſtoniſhing Love. We are 
bound by the Submiſſion we owe a Sove- 
reion Lord, and by the Gratitude we 
owe an adorable Benefactor. The Son 


e 
3 
3 
N 
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ſuffering the Scorns and Contradictons 


ol Sinners, the Death of the Croſs 
and the Wrath of God : So that we 


had been wretchedly ungrateful 
= ſhouid we have {tuck at any of 7%, 


= or as much as murmared at them: Lute 
dur Lord hath not given us any ſuch 
7 Tryal of our Love and Obedience: 
> He hath delivered the Word from 


the Yoke of Ceremonal Bondage ; 
and, beſides Baptiſm, hath appointed 
but this one Right for us to obſerve ; 


A Right, that is neither troubleſome nor 


coſtly, tedious nor laborious: And what 
Prodigies of baſenets {hall we make 
our ſelves, if we refuſe to take Notice 
of this his gracious Inſtitution ? With 
what Face can we look up and call our 
ſelves by his Name? How ſhamefully 
are we upbraided by the Practice of 
thoſe we count barbarons ? Let us look 
abroad into the World, and conſider 
the moſt brutihh Idolaters: They will 
cut their belowed Fleſb, and bars their 
deareſt Children, and ſometimes ſuffer 


& themſelves to be craſhd to Death by 
the Carriages that bear their Taos, 


B 4 becauſe. 


* . 
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becauſe their Infernal Gods require, and 
are pleaſed with ſuch Teſtimonies of. 
their Homage: Hath the Dev// ſucn 7 
obſequious Servants ? Are thoſe Crue! % 

Rites, which he appoints, obſerved = 
with ſo much Duty? Will thoſe poor 
Wretches do, and ſuffer any thing, 
rather than diſpleaſe their col; Deities; t, 
And are we Chriſtians, proſeſſed Ser- 
vants of the Son of God, our Sovereign 
and Redeemer, and do we neglect this Z 
his warn, juſt, and gracious Appoint- 
ment ? Is his too much to do for him? 
And do we owe him ſo much /efs than %.- 
Caunibals do their Idols; Certainly # 
thoſe Men of the Deſart, thoſe wilde 
Savages of the Woods, ſhall riſe upin 3 
Judgment with ſuch aGeneration of pre- 
rendingChriſtians,and ſhall condemn it. 
Methinks their Diligence and Exacteſs in 
thoſe hard and painful Services, ſhould 7 
cover us with Bluſhing and Confufion, © 
at our Careleſneſs and Neglect of the 
eaſy Duty our Lord requires from us:“ 
And we ſhall ſee great Reaſon to be 
aſhamed of our Omiſſions; if we con- 


ider. 
| That 


; hy 2 3 
5 2 
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That our bleſſed Redeemer had liv- 


ed a Life of Poverty and Diſhonour for 


bur ſake: He had inſtructed us in the 


Way of Happineſs by his excellent 
Doctrine and Precepts, and had gone 
before us in an incomparable Example; 
And now he was juſt about to coxpleat 
his Love, by offe ering himſelf unto 
Death to deliver us from it, and 


thereby to give an Inſtance of the 


moſt amazing Goodneſs that ever was: 
At this time he enjoins his Diſciples 
to do ſomething in Remembrance of 
him. And Lord! What is ſufficient to 
be done in Memory of ſuch Love? Had 
he required the deareſt of our Blood, 
and the choicect of our ſubſtance to be 
offered to him in Acknowledgment, 


mould we have thought /ach Demands. 


ureaſonable? Would ordinary Inge- 
nuity have ſcrupled to make thoſe. 


5 IF} 


PISS 


= Sacrifices for ſuch Kindneſs ? But he 
calls not for theſe, He looks for no 
Firſt- born of our Bodies, nor Chief of 
our Focks ; No, he appoints. only a 
= Feaſt of Memorial, and comands. us. 
to remember h | 


is Love in that. And 
Bc , - 
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' ſhall we not obſerve him in ſo ſmall a 


the higheſt Authority ; if there be any 
Allarement in the ſweeteſt Love; if your 3 


Profeſſion of Subjettion to Chriſt be not p. 


real Intereſt in your Souls, give this 
Proof then of your being in Farneſt ; 10 
that which you would be hought ; refuſe 
no more of his Invitations, neglect no 
more of his Calls; conſider the Expreſs- 
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Matter? Hath he not deſer ved to be 
remembred by us, or do we know any 8 
better way to ſignify our Remembrance 
of him, than that which himſelf hat! 
preſcribed ? Should we not do as much 
as this at the Requeſt of an ordinary 1 
dying Friend? And is not the greateſt Þ 
and the beſt that ever Creatures had, I 
worthy of ſuch a Teſtimony of Affection 
from us? I am ſure there is no one can 
be fo brutiſh as to deny the Jaſtxeſs of? 
the Duty, and methinks none ſhould ho 
be ſo unworthy as to refuſe Com- Ar 
plyance with it. „„ I 
I beſeech you therefore, if the Con- 9 
ſiderations of Duty can do any thing 
with you; if there be any obligation in 


only a Compliment, and it he have any 5 ; 


nts 


neſs 
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Il af 'F es of his Command, and that this 
Law 1s peculiarly his: His in ſuch a 
ea as (Baptiſm excepted_) no other 
Livy is, For his other Injunctions are 
put Iaforcements of the e that God 
n Hath written in the C4 Scriptures, and 
ina our Hearts; but this is his own pro- 
per Commandment; by obeying him 
ad, in this, we particularly own him as 
on dur Law-giver and by refuſing we re- 
an bounce him. 
of But ifthe Conſederatios of Duty mould 
1d hot prove fo powerful with you, there 
Are others which generally uſe to be of 
Tore force, namely, thoſe taken trom 
pur Iutereſt. And here, 
| (II.) I defire you to conſider the great 
Henefits that a worthy Communicant 
#Fcceives from the Holy Sacrament. This 
is not a meer barren Ceremony, or un- 
profitable Rite, but an Inftrument and 
Wicins to produce and to convey un- 
ſpeakable Bleſſings to us. Here we 
1 reccl Ve, £ 
(..) Confirmation of our Faith: All 
B:abics are increas'd by being exerciſed ; 


End this Ordinance requires great 
Exerciſes 
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Exerciſes of the Grace ot Faith: For here 3 dels 
we make a ſolemn Declaration of "if 
and thereby bind it ſtronger upon our 
Souls. And to the Exerciſe of this Di. 1 
vine Grace, and the ſincere and public 
Proſeſſion of! it, there is no doubt but 
God will ſuper-add his ſpecial Aid and 
Bleſſing, that out of Weakneſs it may be 
made ſtrong. So that if your Faith be 
weak and trembling, if you are per. 
plex'd with Vexations; Doubts and= 
Temptations to Unbelief, apply your 
ſelves to this holy Ordinance as to the 
proper Remedy. Declare your Faith, 
and pray for more. If you believe, T 
God will help your Upbelief, Mark 9. $. 
25. ; 
(2) Our Repentance will be height-Y = 
ned by our due Communicating at} 
the Lord's Table, and that in reſpeall 
of all its great Acts, vis. 1 Senſe and 5 


Sorrow for Sin. 2 Confeſſion of it; * 
and 3. Averſation from it. For the Firſt. v 
(i) The Evil of Sin is never fo well 
diſcerned as in its effects. It is ſweat in © 
the mouth, but bitter in the belly : And 
there is no greater Evidence of its Vile. 


neſs 
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ere Jess and Malignity, than that we have 
In the Sufferings of our Lord, which 
Ire ſet before us in the holy Sacra- 
Di. ment. And certainly Sin muſt need be 
lick In accarſedThing (faith the conſidering 
butCommunicant) that the bleſſed Jeſus 
and nuſt thus be made a Carſe for it; that 
y b: Js doubtleſs a mighty Evil, that can- 
be not be expiated but by the Blood of 
ber. God: And Sin, without queſtion hath 
ind 
our 


Jaid ſuch a Load of Wrath upon the 
the Shoulders of Omnipotence, as made 
th, him complain, and ſweat, and groan, 
ve, and die. The good man hath never 
90 fuch a Senſe of the Evil of Sin, as when 
he is awakened by the gn and images 
1. ſof Chriſt's Safferings, and when he 

at ſees it writ in Characters of Blood. Be- 
ct ſides the baſeneſs and ingratitade of 
al Sin is made evident in all the Repre- 

t;Wfentations of che Divine Love which 
{t, we haveat the Lord's Table We ſee 
ell here, that it is an abuſe of the greateſt 
in and molt tender Goodneſs, and there, 
di nothing that more affects 1 ingenuous 
e- Souls, than the Senſe of ſuch Unwor- 
5 „ ; thineſs, 


I 


Unſpeakable Malignity in it, ſince it 


—ñů —-— — — — 5 
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more ingenuous Spirits are ſooner'e 3 y 


crament, and therefore this is a very Ber 
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thineſs, and this will beget the livelieſtghe 
and moſt kindly Sorrow. They [bal'G 500: 


| look upon me whom they have pierced, and ind 


they ſhall mourn, Zech. 12. 10. TheFhe 
tendereſt Grief ariſeth from the Appre-Q - 
henſions of abuſed Goodneſs: And the'# 


I 


brought to be troubled for their Sins Wm tl 


by a Senſe of Mercy than of Terrors. hun 


Now there is nothing that gives a truer. mer 
or greater Repreſentation of Divine 
Grace and Kjndneſs, than the Holy Sa- Arn 


effectual Means to beget and increaſe a Wo! 


penitential Senſe and Sorrow tor Sin. Nec 
And upon this, n 
7 
0 


( 2. ) Follows Confeſſion, which 18 


one Expreſſion of zheſe ; The Appre- 7? 


henſion of an annry Majeſty drives a 

Sinner to Deſperation, and prevents "Ws 
his Confeſſion When the Lord ask'd 2 
the Man in the Goſpel wih ſome Fr 
Severity, How cameſt thou hither, not e 
having a Medding Garment >? he was 7 0, 


Tpeecleſs, Terrors beget ſtupifying 
Fear, which ſtops the Mouth, and 


dams up all the Paſſages to, and from . 
the il 
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ie he Soul, whereas the Diſcoveries of 
ball $oodnels and Mercy open the Heart, 
aud nd melt the Seal upon the Lips: 
The They invite Supplications, and beget 
re-Conteſſions, and therefore the Sacra- 
ef gent, which is a Memorial of the great- 
, {weeteſt, and freeſt Mercy tends 
ins 0 the Nature of it to the producing 
rs, humble Confeſſions and Acknowledg- 
er Wents - And it doth it hkewiſe, 
6.) As to the Averſation of Nepen- 
4 by the ſame way. The Top and 
"Perfection of Repentance is to turn 
Fom our evil Ways; God invites his 
eople to this, by the Argument that 
moſt powertully preſſed upon us 1n 


's the Sacrament, namely, That of his 
= *rrdoning Mercy and Kjndueſs, Return © 
on back [liding iſrael — and I will not 

s "ruſe mine Anger to fall u pon you, Jer. 3. 

{ T2. His Readineſs to pardon is the 
great Motive to return, and the Sacra- 


ent is the Seal of the bene of Par- 
„ Deſpair of Mercy keeps Men on 
ma ſinful Peu Thou ſayeſt there is 
. Tops, ſay they in the Prophet, Jer, 
325. They thought their Caſe deipe- 
£ rate 
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ſelves up to the Swing of their Appe- 
ties and Inclinations; Whereas on the 


 ragement and Spring of Endeavour, and 
where this is enlivened by a full and 8 


don, and the firmeſt Ground of our 
beſt Hopes, and moſt glorious Eipectz. A 
tions. Thus the Grace of Repeniance 8 
receives Increaſe in all its Exerciſes, 1 
from this Divine Inftitution : And ſo 

einn, : 


Grace, Love, both as it relates, 15 to 4 


rate, and it follows, have lowed ; 


Strangers and after them will 1 £0. The * 
Devils perſiſt irreclaimably in their 
hatred of God and Goodneſs, becauſe 
the unalterable Sentence is paſt upon 5 
them: And if Men come once to quit : 
their Hopes of Happineſs, they will 
alſo in a ſhort Time quit the Thoughts 


of God and Virtue, and give them- 
other fide Hope is the great Encou- 


quick Senſe of pardoning Goodneſs, 
that Soul will feell a mighty Motive to mn 
reform and turn from Sin- Now the £ 

Sacrament is the Seal of that Covenant $ 
which aſſures us of Grace and Par- 1 


3 
2 
v1 


G) That other moſt excellent | 1 


God, 


1 
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Bod, and 2. to our Neighbour. 

he! (i) In the Holy Sacrament the M- 
Teries of Divine Love are unfolded in 
all their Circumſtances of Wonder. 
There we ſee pardoning, redeeming, 
Pleeding, dying Love: Love, ſuffering 
Tor all our fake ; and Love procuring 
all things for our Intereſts; Love de- 
ſcending to the Grave and Hell, and 
Love trivmphing over both: Love 
Jcading Captivity captive, and obtaining 
Gifts for Men, Light, Lite, and a glori- 
pus Immortality. Such Love, and 


4 


ed at the Holy Sacrament, and this 
Fault needs fire every Soul that is not 
as cold as the Earth, and as dead as 
the Grave. Love begets love, and 


r thank of this Love, and conſider it as 


N 
1 


tainment of Love, this would excite 
our Affections, and turn our Souls in 


to holy Flames, and fo our dead Pow. 


: ers will live, and our dull ſleepy At- 
„ feddions will awake into new Spirit and 


ZLove beyond what we can ſay, and be- 
Fond what we can think, is repreſen- 


one Flame kindles another. And if we 


e ought when we come to the Enter. 
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Vigour- : We ſhall live by Love, and 
act by Love *till we are received int. 2 
the carneſt Embraces of Love, anWod. 
ſwallowed up in that immenſe Occal Fell 
of Love, Now Love is the bet ang 1ti 
moſt pleaſing of all our Paſſions 3 anWhe 
Love to God is the 4254 and moſWitic 
pleaſant of all Loves: A Love free fronſſe 
[hoſe Tortures and  Diſquiets, thun 
Shame, and thoſe Griefs that are pro hc 
duced by Abſence and UncertainticsY 
Loſs and Guilt when this Paſſion is pla 
ced upon other Objects. This Lorch 
is the Fountain of Delight, and thi 
Spring of Action that ſweetens ouha 
Troubles, and ſtirs up our Endcay 
vours ; that makes Duty agreeable | 
and Difficulties eaſy, that is a preſen 
Heaven, and the foretalte of a great 
This alſo, 2 . 
( 2.) Tends to the encreaſing our 
Love one to another. It is a Fea off 4 br. 
Love at our Fathers Houſe and ou du 
Lora's Table : The Gueſts are Brethren k 
and profeſſing Children of Love. Herd 
are all the Ingagements to Love We | 
before us : The Love of our = | 
and 


el 
«a 


on tothe Aoꝛd's Supper. 43 
any | * his expreſs Commandment, John 
34. The Relations we ſtand in to 
od, and to one another. We cannot 

. Fell chuſe but pzty our Brother's Infir- 

an zties, and pardon each others Faults, 

then we ſee how much God hath 

Sic out Miſeries, and how graciouſly 

e hath pardoned our Offeaces. Our 

. ame Will be abated, and our 

0 houghts of Malice and Revenge will 

Nie. Our Indifferences will be Kind- 

%%, and our Kindneſs Love, when we 
Ponſider the inexpreſſible Love of our 

i mmon Lord, and the bleſſed EfeFs of 

hat Love : Reconciliation made, Happi- 

%% procured, and Siu and Death, and 

ell conquered. A Senſe of theſe will 

F»allow up all our little Piques and 

©/pleaſures and ſo fill us with the 

FT boughts of Gratitude and Love, that 

Ne hall forget our Eumities, and im- 

ace our Enemies, and ſpread abroad 

un pur Kindneſs upon all about us, yea, 
aud extend it to all the World in Prayers 
rend good Wiſhes. And now, this Spirit 

10 bf Charity is a molt Divine Temper, and 

4 Seat Happineſs : *Iis a ſweets 

8 © ſerents. 


nan to Pardon Sin, and to accept of Faith 
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ſerene and pleaſant thing, a Reward to ij wy 
elf, if there were no other: Whereh 
as Envy and Malice, and all the degree 
of them are an Hell, and Torment tu 
the Soul; they are great Sins and thei ie. 
own Puniſhment: And a right Uſe d Hop 
the Holy Sacrament will abate, and 
remove thoſe, and therein alſo admi! 


In! 
niſter bleſſed and unſpeakable Advan Plc: 
tages to us. Go. 
C 4.) Our Hopes are nobly eduantageM] 0 
and flrexethened by this Ordinance 3 * 
When the good Man conſiders theh + 
Juſtice and Holineſs of God, and the 
perfection of his Law 3, and then takes 
a View of his own ſenfulneſi, and innu- pn 
merable Imperfections, his Spirit fails, 
and his Hope is giving up the Ghoſt; 
he ſinks into Trouble, and almoſt into 
the Regions of Deſpair : Now all che 
Relief that a Man can have in ſuch a 
State, is to be drawn from God's Cove. 


and Repentance inſtead of "jets 1 
This is the Tenour of the Goſpel, and 8 

the Foundation of our Hopes! and 
this Covenant is ſealed and aſſures, to us | | | 
at 
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Mt n | the Sacrament ; fo that thence the 
to ig * Soul may derivel ifeand Quick- 
terel ing. And when the drooping Chri- 
gre$ian comes from ſeeing God, putting 
E 1 is Seal to his Pardon, and to the Pro- 
ies made him of Eternal Life; bis 
© Hopes recover, and his Spirits return 
anlYnto him, his Soul leaps for joy and 
mi Il his Powers are full of Content and 
an Fleaſure. And over and above this, 
od is pleaſed at ſuch times eſpecially 
1 to vouchſafe more abundant Maui- 
Fe} ations of Hhimſelf to the Soul, ſealing 
bel his Love upon it, and giving it ſo much 
the Aſſurance as may deliver it from its 
des Unreaſonable Doubts, and Suſpicions, 
u- and make it in part Partakers of our 
| aſter's Joy. But this will be a Par- 
,Fticlar by it ſelf, Therefore, 
7 (5) The Holy Sacrament is an excel- 
ent Means to heighten a Chriſtian's 
es and Comfort. For there we are in 
e. Na ſpecial Exerciſe of our Graces, and by 
4 hem are prepared for Divine Peace and 
. that Peace of God, which paſ- 
1 eth all Underſtanding, Phil. 4. 7. os 
bis! 1s ſomething more than that Con- 
tent 
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tent that naturally ariſeth upon, anne, 
reſults from the Actions of Holineſhce 
and Vertue, and is ſupperadded by thgur 
nearer Applications of the ned oe o 
God to the Soul- This Pleaſure an{Yeat, 
Satisfaction God is always willing te. 


beſtow upon us, but we by our Sint t 
indiſpoſe our ſelves for it, and it is nog 1 
to be given out but to prepared Sou! ou 
And now according to the greater coho 


leſs Degrees of our Preparations, and xj Har 
erciſe of our Graces, we {hall have mor * 
or /eſs ot this ſpiritual Joy and Satisfa 
Foz in our Communions. But beſidc 
the Joy which is ſpeczal and extraurdi. 

aary, the Ordinancè in its Own Naturel 1 
tends to Delighi and Pleaſure. We hadi p 
rais'd Storms and Tempelts by ourſis 
| Sins, and provoked him whom we can ? . 
= neither reſiſt nor avoid: His Coun-| 
ll _ tenance was full of Dread and Tercors pi, 
| and Death and Hell ſtood ready for i 1 
ll the Command to ſeize upon us: Aud] 
muſt it not needs fill thoſe with 100 
| and Tranſport, that were juſt now in 
Ss this e Brits, when they. ſhall ce 
the Heavens cleared, and the Storms 
1 gone, 
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Yne, to behold Smi.es and Love in the 


line bcc of the offended Majelty . To be 
y tlahured that he is reconeiied,and his Arms 
t of tc open to receive us: That Hell and 


eath are deſtroyed, and Life and Hap- 
440 procured for us ? All theſe are 
t before us in the Holy Sacrament, 
no: and did we uſe it as we ought, ourSouls 
ale ould be tranſported with Joy and we 
ci hould have a delightful Foretaſte of the 
EN Iappineſs and I riumph of the Bleſſed, 
20% And, all our Lives would be Anthems of 
2 500 and Acclamation to the adorable 
10 Fothor and Procurer of our Bleſſings. 
And this, 

wed Y (6) Is another happy Advantage 
15 derive, or may do, from the Holy 
Facrament, viz. That it hightens and 
0 Ipirits our Gratituae and Praiſes ; 
Faiſes and Acknowledgment of Di 
'S, b ine Favours are all the return we can 
Þ . ake for them; and we are to offer 
up theſe Sacrifices for our ſelves and 
Fj the other Creatures, But the Come 
onneſs of our Mercies takes away the 
Penſe of them, and we paſs them over 
ith Jah and ee Acknowledg- 
ment 


k D. 
ö 


; 


Luaunlages are contained under theſ, da 
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ment: This ordinarily is our Courſe? 
and 'tis a very diſingenuous and un x lt 
grateful Carriage to the bountiful! 
Author of our Beings and Bleſſings ; 0. 
But now at the Holy Sacrament Di. 
vine Favours are particularly and ſv. 
lemuly repreſented, our Remembrance b 
awakencd, and our Affections excited; C 
and the devout Soul pours it ſelf forth ne 
into Holy Euchariſt, and Thankſ.. b) 
giving. The Heart is full, and thi © fo 
Mouth flows ; all the Powers rejoge,, Jar 
and in rejoycing break forth into So#7; | nc 
of Praiſe : : And fo begins that be ejj wo 
Emp'ojment, which ſhall be the H *W 
and Happizeſs of Heaven. 5 6. 

Thus we ſhall receive "Increaſe to“ 5 
our Graces and our Comforts, from 
the frequent and due Uſe of the H lr 
Sacrament, and all other ſpiritual Ai we 


And as by theſe particulars we may ea e 
courage our ſelves to our Duty, ſo in 20% 
them likewiſe we may fee how we are "vg 
to demean our ſelves in the diſcharge 

of 1 lt: What Acts we are to exerciſe, and Wo 
by what C onſiderations we may ſtir ug 
Cu 
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our Graces inflame our Aﬀedtions, and 
Kengtben our Reſolutions 


bn And now the Benefits that I have re- 


5:4 preſented to encourage and invite you 
);. to the Holy Sacrament, do not only con— 
5. cern the thorow and growa Chriſtian, 
ice. but even al that own the Profeſſion of 
050 : Chriſt's Religion, and have not re— 
th + nounced their Baptiſmal Engagements 

kt. by lewaneſs and impiety ; For ſuch have 
1 Wo degrees of Faith, Love , Repentance 
rel and other Virtues : But che unhappi- 
"neſs is, that theſe in the moſt, are very 


low, imperfect, and in a degree that 


nl will not ſecure their Condition: Theſe 


Graces mult be advanced to wovler Mea- 


to % and to fuch advzrees, as may pre- 
on c Over the contrary "habits and az/po- 
fv tions + Jill the Matter come to this, 

ou we are under the Lam and a ſpirit of bon- 
e lage; in a condition of 7potency and 


end | weakneſs, and not arrived to the glori- 


in 00g Liberty and Power of the Sons of God. 
arr $1)is all that profels the Chriſtian 


rge Laith and Hopes, ought to aim at, and 
$endeavour after; And the Far e 


10d 
is the moſt proper and likely Means 
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for the advancing of our perfect gra- pf 
ces to that noble height. So that all 


profeſſing Chriſtians are concerned 
in the Duty, and capable of the Bene- 


fits. And to all thoſe that have ſuch 


thoughts, and ſuch deſires, the Co. 
derations I have preſcnted will be of 


moment. But for the reſt that are 


careleſs and unconcerned, dead to ſucli 


of the duty and the privileges that at- 


tend it, they are not Chriſtians, but 
do as much as in them lies, to re- 
nouce their Religion, and to put 
themſelves into the Condition of Hea- 


- « 
* 


Spiritual Motives, and ftapidiy careleſs 


— 


thens and profeſſed Infidels. This is 


that I come next to diſcourſe, 


n 


a 22 


EC E A P. IV: 


EE all my Perſwaſions, and 


47 


more carneſt Endeavours, 


have too much cauſe to think, that 
ſome among you neglect the Holy Or- 
- dinance, not for any reaſon that they 
| | have, IN 4 


5 
* 


o 
AS" 
7 
o 
Mi; 
: heh 


nd 1. 
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have, or can as much as pr tended, but 
from meer brutiſh ſtupidity and uncon- 
cerument: They care not for theſe 
things: The Motives of Religion and 
another World can do mnothi ing with 
them; ſuch conſiderations are not felt, 
but paſs over their Souls without ma— 
king any impreſſions on them. And 


now, as for ſuch, I am come to ſhew, 


That they diſclaim Chriſt and his Reli- 


gion; and are by no means to be reck- 


oned into the Number of Chriſtians. 
This I prove by the following Parti- 
culars, 

Firl} they renounce a . Ar- 
ticle of the Creed, viz. The Communion 
of Saints, their Communion with (1) 
Chriſt, and their Commun, 02 With (2) 
one another. 

(1) Chriſt invites us to his Table, 
and provides a Hirth. il Eu tertaium on 
tor us; and in that there is a ſolemn 
and /pecial 7atercourſe between him and 
his Church, which on our part conſiſts 
in the Exertife of our Graces ; and on 
his, in the Beneſits and Bleſing he be- 


_ 3 tows. e invites us to come and to 
ve, 1 


„ meet 
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meet him there to enjoy ſpiritual Cor- 


» reſpondence and Communion with him. 
And now, wlfully to refuſe the Invi- 


tation, is to ſigniſy our contempt of 


the Ho!y Tejas, and to declare that 
we care not for any nearneſs of Cor- 


reſpondence with him. And ſuch Neg- 


letters in effect ſay, that they love 
the converſe and communion of their 
vain and vicious Company: That they 
can ſpend their time peaſantl) in their 


Converſation upon an Ale-Bench, or 


place of Idleneſs, or Debauches : But 
tor Chrijt Jeſus they like not his Com- 
pan), and care not for any intimacy 
of Acquaintance with him. This is 
the direct Language of ſuch Practices 
and Neglects; and what. kind of Ch 


ſtians are ſuch as theſe ? 


(2) They renounce the Communion 


of Saints oe aimong another. The holy 
Sacrament is the Feaſt of Charity 100 


Chriſtian Love, and there our Affecti- 


ons are united to God, and to our 


Brethren. There we profeſs to be of 
ane Body, one Society, and to be all Mem- 
| bers of one another. 80 that thoſe who 


n . neglect 


8 
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neglect and refuſe this holy Symbal of 


3 Love, break off from the Societe) of 
Chriſtians, and declare they will have 
nothing to do with them, as far as 


they are CONCC: ned in that Name and 


Relation: That they will not be of 
the flock and number that Chriſt calls 


His; but would rather have their Lot 
with the World, and Herd of Man- 
kind, who arc Strangers to the Cove- 
PAR of Promiſe, M Pout H Pb, atio with. 
out God in the Iro, i phel. 2.72, That 


they value not their Pra -0e5, nor 


care for their hopes. This is the Mea. 


ning of their neglect, and ſuch Chri- 
Rians are the wiltul Refaſers. 


(2) They renounce their Baptiſ; n. 


J his is the Sacrament of Entrance into 
Chriſtianity, and here Engagements are 
laid upon us without our "knowledge 
Or conſent. At the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper we ſolemnly engage and 
| take thoſe Obligations upon our (elves, If 
we refuſe to do this, we withdraw our 
conſent from what was done in our 
ſtead; we make our Baptiſm void, and 
Put our ſelves into the ſtate of Infidels 


C 3 and 
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and Heathens, The Indians were by : 


the Spaniards driven to Baptiſm in 
droves like Cattle to the Water, with- 
out knowing what it meant, or what 
they did in it Were theſe Chriſtians 
by Virtue of ſuch a Baptiſm ? Eſpeci— 
ally, is there any rea ſon to think zhoſe 
of them ſuch, who, as ſoon as they 
were free, made open Declarations 
againit it. And are thoſe among us 
Christ:2ns, who were ſeened with that 


Religion, u lien they could not help it? 


and profeſs againſt it by their Actions 


and Neglects, as ſoon as they are in 


capacity to do it? who adiſown it when 
they are ſole ny called to put their 
Seal, and to declare their Allowance 
and Approbation. Their Sareties en- 
gaged tor them, that they ſhould be- 
| lieve the Chriſtian Faith, keep God's 
Commandments, and renounce the World, 
the Heſh, and the Devil: But ſay thoſe 
by their practice, what had they to do 
to undertake ſuch things for us? We 


will ſtand to no ſuch Engagements: 
We are calb'd on to make this good 


our ſelves in Perſon at the other Sacra- 
ment, 


— 
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ment, or by our negleUQs to declare it 
void] But we will not tye our ſelves, or 
oven any ſuch Engagements upon us; 
we will leave our ſelves at large to be- 
lieve what we pleaſe, and to practiſe 


what we fancy, and to gratity and 


worſhip, as long as we think tit, the 


World, the Devil and the Fleih, our 
Friends and deareſt Correſpondents. 
All this likewiſe is plainly ſignified in 
the neglect of the Holy Sacrament z 


and therefore certainly ſuch are no 


better Chriſtians than the wilde Men 
of America: Which will farther ap- 
pear, if we conſider, 5 = 

(3) That by it they deny the very 
profeſſion of Chriſt Jeſus, They will 
not fo much as claim nor pretend to 
him, in any ſolema ſignificant way. To 
ſay that we are Chri/tans, and now and 


then to hear a Sermon, theſe are not 


profeſſions enough ; They are but cold 


4eclarations of our Opinion, no good ſig- 


nifications of our Faith; the right pro 
feſſion of Chriſtianity is made, by our 
preſenting our ſelves at the Lord's 
Table, and owning our Faith there, 

Dy ON that 
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that is a ſolemn and publick confeſſion | 
and acknowledgment, To hear Ser- 


mons 15 too often but curioſity or cu- 


trom, to ſay we are of the Criſtian | 
Leligion, is but a declaring in what 


way we have been brought up; and 


meer Education Faith is but a faint un- 


lignifying t2ing ; it is but Opinion, 
and a low degree of aſſent. Tis true, 


a man may be a Formaliſt and an Hypo- 


crite When he comes to the Lord's 
Table, as well as in other lower jignt- 


fications of his Religion. But how- 


ever he makes a profeſſion and that 


which is proper, and ſolema : Whereas 
the wilfullj ate ligent, refuſe to make 
any due Confeſſion of Chriſt and his 
Religion: They openly den him before 
Men, and ſuch he will deny before his Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven, Matt. 10. 33. 
To withdraw from the Profeſſton of 
Chriftianity in times of Difficulty and 


Perſecution is a great Sin but 'tis ſuch 
a one as admits of ſome extenuation from 


the frailty of humane Mature, and the 


temptations of fear and ſelſ love: But 


to deny the Profiſſion of Chriſt in times 


BY, 
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of Liberty and Eucouragement, this is 
an affront to the Holy Jeſus, for which 
there is no ſhadow or excuſe, and muſt 
ariſe from contempt, and a confeſsd neg- 


left of him. Such Perſons publiſh to 


the World, that they own nothing ot 
Religion, but count it a Diſparagement 
to be thought any way concerned for 
- it. And fo are by no means to be 
accounted Chriſtians, 


Further. 
(4) Their refuſal and neglect is a 


1 quitting and renouncing the whole Co- 

 vexant that God hath made with Sin- 
ners in his Son. The Covenant on God's 
„ and on 


Part offers Grace and Glory 
ours it binds to Faith and ſincere Oboe— 
dience. We are all call'd to the Sacra- 
ment to ſee God confirming what he 
hath promiſed, 
make good what concerns him: On 
the other fide, we are to preſent our 
ſelves there, to proteſs our readineſs 

and reſolution, to perform our part, 


to keep the terms to which we were 
engaged, and upon which we expect 


the promiſed Bleſſing. Now it we wil- 
bully retule his confirmation, we with- 


8 3 


and aſſuring us to 


draw 
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draw our ſelves from the (Covenant, 


and declare that Grace and Glory, are 
things that we neither care for, nor 


ſelves to any Faith or Homage; but 


expect; and that we will not tye our 


would be as free as we can to follow . 


the Devil and our Laſts; and fo arc 
very ſar frem being Chriſtians. 


CH: AFP. 


T Have thus briefly ſhewn you what 
| is /n ed and implzed in the neglels 


Ot the Holy Sacrament. Many of you 
that are guilty of this ſin, would, 1 ſup- 
pole, be loth opezly, and in words, to re- 
nounce Chriſt and his Religion; and 
yet while you continue in this obſti- 


nate, dangerous neglect, you do it as 
fully as if your Tongues declared a- 


gainſt that Name and Profeſſion. And 


1 think when any ſuch as theſe turn 
Baptiſts, Tarks, or Jews, they do but 
change to ſome ſhew of Religion, from 
none at all. So that it is no ral ditpa- I 
| wy ragement, | 
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ragement, or loſs to our Church, 
when thoſe Infidels declare in Words, 
what before they ſufficiently fignified 
by their practice. T hey go out from ns, 
vecauſe they were never of a5, 1 John 2. 
19. They do not change their Religi- 
on, for they had never any belore 
which they might exchange. 
This, Sirs, in ſerious truth, is, the 
condition of thoſe that wilfally refuſe. 


and neglect the Duty of Holy Com- 


m24nion: And methinks it ſhould make 
ſuch tremble to conſider, that they 


live in a profe/s d and impudent contempt 
of God. You pity Healſens and igno- 


rant Americans; but there is work 
enough for your pity at home, and 


their Condition certainly is not worſe. 


than the Condition of thoſe carele(5 


* 


negligent Sinners among our ſelves, 


Yea, the Apoſtle tells us, That 'tis - 
ter never to have known the way of Irath, 


than afier we have known it to turn away 


from the Holy Commandment, 2 Pet. 2.21 


And our Saviour ſaith, It [ball be more 
tolerable for the dark Tyre and Sidon at 


tha day of judement, than for the entightued 


Caper. 


 defneſs and dangerous neglect, J am ſure 
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Capernaum aud Bethſaida, Matt. 11. yo 


22. We think their condition dread- no 
ful that ſay, here is no God, and no Co 


doubt it is ſo: And certainly their ( 


ſtate is not 4% deplorable, that ac- ' yo 
knowledge there is a God, but defy him, ed 
and carry the matter /, as if in goo in 


Earneſt, there were no ſuch Being. To 


live at large without the ſerious pro- 
feſſion of ſome Religion is bratiſh and un- 


to continue in the Societies of Men, 
but are fitter to range among the wilde 


Beaſts of the Woods: Such are thoſe 


among us, that never make any folemn \ 


bY 

an 

natural And ſuch Savages deſerve not a 
0 

ti 

7 

a 


Proſeſſion of any Religion, by any Af / 


of their own : They have no Religion, | 
but that of their Climate, which rhey * 1 
ne ther underſtand nor mind: They 

: 


are Chriſtians by the Chriſtianity of 


others (viz. the general Profeſſion of © 
their Country) or they are none at all; 


and if they live and die in this condi- 


tion, wilde Men, and Cannibals will at. © 
the laſt be in a better ſtate than th. 
And now, Sirs, Reaſoas for this care» 
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you have none; nor do the ſort I am 


* now dealing with, pretend Scruples of 
1 Conſcience: But ſome Excuſes there are, 
(which you know are but vain) that 


you ule upon occaſion, to take off the 


edge of reproof, and to ſeem juſtified 
in the ſight of Men, 


Thus they that were invited to the 


Supper in the Parable, Luke 14. 18. 
made Excuſes; one had bought Grouna, 
and he muſt ſee it : a ſecond had bought 
| Oxen, and he muſt zry them; and a 
third had married 4a Mife, and could 
not come. None of theſe pretences had 
\ any good reaſon in them; they had 
ſomething to ſay, and had 2 little colour, 


but they were not the Cauſes of their 


not coming to the Supper : No, the true 
ground was their contempt of the Ma- 


ter, and his Invitation: And therefore 


; Math. 22.3. *Tis ſaid, They would 


nol come; their excuſes were looked 
upon as flat denials, and the Reaſon is 
given after: It was not their Ground, 


nor their Oxen, nor their Marriage; 


8 
9 
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but their diſ.eſtem of the Lord, and 
his Featt, They made light of it, verſe. 6. 
Bur 
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But though theſe Excuſes were nog} 
good, yet they had ſomething ſpecious in}? 
them. 'Twas buſineſs, and conſiderabl i 
occaſions that were alledg'd: And ſuch and 
Affairs they really had; for ris ſaid in beef 
St. Matthew, that they went ther w ay, in t 


one to his Farm, and another to his Mer. Jo 


chandize;, ſo that thete was ſomethin teal 
true in their Pleas, though the 24/2 H 


thing for which they Were brought, 
was falſe. But now if they had {ent 


word, that the Lord's Houſe was lo fe, 
off, that they were not able to go to ic, 


tho? really it were within ſome few 


mo 
bu 
at! 
leſ 


'bui 


would have been interpreicd as a 


It they hail told the Meflengers, that 


Furlongs of their remoteſt dwellings, th. 
and no farther than the Market, which th 
they conſtantly frequented, there th 


had been more folly in this Excuſe. I: 16, 
they had ſaid, that there was not roo» th 
for them all in the Lord's Houſe, when b. 


they knew, that it was never full on . 
ſuch occaſions, and that a great part "a 
of thoſe that were invited would nor f 
come, ſo that they were ſure 10 find Th 
too many empty places, the Excuſe Þ 


Mockery, and a ſcoff at the invitation. 


they 


„„ 
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naß they would not come, except they had 
45 ll vi of them a Chair and Cuſhion, pro- 
abe vided for him, and might fit in fate 
[uh and eaſy at the Entertainment, this had 
in been greater arrogance than appears 
, in thoſe Refuſers. If they had ſent the 
. Lord word, that they would not 
7) feaſt with him at ſach or ſuch of his 
4/7 Houſes, that were appointed, and were 
ht, moſt convenient for their Reception; 
em but they would have it here or there; 
Ja, at home, and next door, in places much 
„ leſs fit. This would have been a very 
-W ſgumourſome and very rude Anſwer to 
>” the Invitation. If further they had ſaid, 
that the Feaſt began too ſoon, and that 
„they could not /e ſo early, though the 
sun was up many Hours before, and 
they were abroad every day earlier, a» 
bout their other Buſineſs ; this allo 
had been an front to the Mafter and 
"a contempt of his kindneſs. But it thele 
> fſurly anworthy people ſhould have been 
1 humour'd in al! Particalars, and things 
ſhould have been /o managed, as to. 
Zhave avoided all thele pretences : And 
yet it after ſuch Condeſceztions they 


ſhould 


148 
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fhould have refuſed, they had confutef pft 
themſelves, and given the Lye to theingpro 
Excuſes, But, if notwithſtanding all /. 
this, they ſhould have cryed out that Jay, 
they were periſhing for want of Bread, f. 
and clamoured and complain'd hea hnd 
vily, that Proviſion was not made fo 
them: What could have been ſaid to #*/ 
ſuch an impudeat brazewd fort of Hy Bs | 
pocrites 2 13 * 7 
Sirs, There are ſome among you to. 
that underſtand what } mean: I ſpeak Of 
not thus out of z/ will to upbraid any eg 
of you, but I ought to mind you, and e. 
to endeavour to convince you of Your chile 
Sins. Whatever colours the guilty may Ne 
ſet upon their neglects and contempt del 
of Holy Ordinances before Men, Goi NI 
will not be deceived or mocked ; there . 
is no putting Tricks upon him. If you ee 
will not be perſwaded to your Duty,“! 
he knows the reaſon, and 'tis in vain to 
make falſe flouriſhes and excuſes, Yea, Pee 


ſome Mens preteaces are fo openly. un- e 
true and groſs, that they cannot as 
much as hope to decezve Men by them. N 
E one 1ecc« „ Gs of . 
Every one lees the faiſhood and Hing 
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tel df their Allez ations, all their Actions 
leit g Proclaim that they co not themſelves 
all Pelieve or mean any thing that they 
hat Jay, and yet they have the prodigious 
ad, Fmpadence to lye on in the fare of God, 
ex nnd Conſcience, and Mex. So ſeared 
for nd hardzed are ſome in their perverſ- 
Ito 50 and H οεαπι?i, and act at that rate, 
2 8 it it were a Play game, and Sport of 
Mit to ſhew how many ways they had 
on to evade their Duty, with ſome ſhew 


5.5 


ak ot Reaſon. Sirs, when this vile ſort of 


ny devil Men have the Forehead to pretend 
nd 4Relig ion, they become the moit i 
pur wp e Miſcreauts upon Earth; and 
the fitteſt Inſtruments that Satan can 


pts deſire or uſe for the Affairs of his 
Kingdom. But no more of them now. 


1044 
s trienas, J am exceeding troubled to 
ou! ſce how andatiful to God, and how un- 


17 lind to themſelves, how fooliſh and an- 


io Feaſoxable many Men are, when they 
. ele for little occaſions to pretend, as 
Jreaſaus againſt the greateſt and moſt 


would excuſe nothing elſe, {hall excuſe 


O Wor Þ 


important Duties; when that which 


hen unto God for a . of his 


* — 


a — En On * 1 0 
— 5 Men 2 
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Morſbip, in the greateſt Inſtances of ith 
an aking Finger, a ſew Drops of Rani 
the cold Air, a Fit of Dromæiueſs, ang 
impertinent Viſit, or ſuch like Trifies 1755 


are enough to be pleaded for 40ſ ene «1 
| from the Houſe of God, and Hoh ford 
| Communion with him. My Wife wa 10 


not at home, or ſhe was buſy, mz 
Child's head aked, or I had Friends u 
Dine with me, therefore I could not the 


| at the Sacrament. Therefore I could i. ge ( 
For ſhame, falſe man! offer ſuch excuſe; e 
to thy Maſter, or Prince, when Vou 
commands and expects thine attend m 
| dance; ſee how he will take them from no 
| thee ; Yea, offer ſuch but to thine tg. 

= qual, that waits for thee on Affairs e 
| Moment, and try how kindly he wil; 


receive the Diſappointment on ſuch , 

grounds. Doſt thou uſe to ſay, I co? 
| mot go out to Market to buy Neceſſaries, h. 
| cauſe tmas cold Weather ; I could not 1% 
1350 Diuner to my kind Neighbour ne 
door, that invited me, becauſe J hai 
 prick'a my Finger? Are ſuch pretenco'% 
too triſlixg to be uſed on ſuch ordina- 
ry occaſions, and are they 3 
JJ 


| 
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tc Greateſt? Will they ſerve to excuſe 
Wy neglect of feeding thy Soul with 
90 hc bread of Life, and thy making Pro. 
for thy not waiting on the Lord, the 
Pord of Lite and Glory, when he invi- 
Md thee to the Feaſt of Love at the 
Houſe of Banquets? What thoughts 
aſt thou of the Pyivileges of the Goſpel, 
be Communion of Saints, the peace 


"Knowledg'd trifles? With how much 
% Reſpect and Devotion doſt thou 
9 rve God, than wicked Men do the De- 
rig / and their Laſt? When they invite to 
h and beſtral madneſs, do the Blades uſe 
o make ſuch excuſes ? Are they divert- 
Lid and kept off from their bratiſh [atis- 
faction by ſuch Nothings ? Certainly 
hey could not fo exeuſe themſelves to 
heir Lofts and vile Companions. And 


Pod of Heaven, and Worſhippers of the 
„% 8 


- 


ſom for Eternity? Will they anſwer. 


ph meetings and communion in debauche, 


do ycu pretend to be Wor ſhippers of the 


—_—_— I . 7, th 
* L * - * 1 


thus ſerve your Maker, 2 and the 5 


ot your Salvation? Do you thus ſeufh 
ö 5 b 285 Ys : ö 4; 4 
a King dom, an Heavenly Ming dom, a 


and ſtriving, and fighting, aud g II 
diligence ? Is this cutting off right hana: 


faking all, and following Chriſt ? If there 


there be any Conſcience, if there beit 
any ſenſe: of God and Religion in you, 
let not ſmall matters keep you from 
#415 your greateſt Duty and Concern: 
Make no more ſuch vain and ſelf con-F 
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beſt and pareſt ſort, to be Chriſtian, 1 7 
and ExpeFants of Eternal Glories aj 
Rewards of your Services: And do you 


when the humour takes you, when the 


J ha + oh ti 
Devi hath no b«ſineſs tor you, and yoga 


have nothing elſe to do; are you naß 
aſhamed to confeſs that Religion haths 
ſo little Power with you, and tha 


every thing can do more with ven, 
than your Daty to God, and the 1e 
reſt of your Souls? Do you ths will 


Everlaſting Kjugdom ? Ts this the won 
and patience of the Goſpel ? Is this runain 


ana plucking out right eyes? Is this for. 


be any reaſon, if there be any ſhame, it ol 


ne. 


demning Apolog ies. I know not whe- 
AIRY ther 


ther it were not better for you once 
þr all, to ſay you are no Chriſtians, 
pan to inſiſt on ſuch (bameleſs preten- 


WAR 
5 1 


i * s Appointments, I add no more 
of this Head now ; I pray God you 
' | BY lay to Heart what { have ſaid. 

ths + — —— 

Hat! 1 5 

ol EH ATTY 


Muſt now diſcourſe with the other 
'$ ſort of Refuſers, ViZe 
020 Thoſe that ſtand off upon the 


;.@pplying my ſelf to them, I fhaſl con- 
in Ber the molt weighty Ohjections that 
. em. And though I know many 
re Retend ſcruples of this ſort, when in 
W 2 they are not the reaſons of their 
bells glects; yet becauſe they are ſo to 
Le, I Mall take them to account. 


Ju, 
hey are of two ſorts. 


m. 


es and in part. 


er . (2) Such 
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ns for your Neglects of Chriſt and 


„Tore of miſtakes of Conſcience. Tn 


ary any colour "of Conſcience with 


. Such as hinder Men on] y ſome- 


= 270” — "Y ene. 
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(2) Such as wholly obſtruct theſe 
Communion; and are pretended Mot 
grounds, why they cannot PArtai ö 
with us at any time. | 

Ot the firſt kind are theſe chat 1 Et 
low, viz, : 

[I would not have neglected the Hof 70 
Sacrament, bat I was not In 2500 4 
ſuch, or ſuch a Perſon hath — 
me and I was x odds. with him; . 
that] durſt not come] | 

To this I fay, That on ſuch an oat | 
caſion, thouart Jerioaſly and impartial | S 
to conſider, whether thy diſpleaſurÞ 1 "ry 
were juſt or unjuſt, upon the determi We 
ning of this will depend the [tarc of onl 
the Caſe, If, ny 

(1) Thy diſp pleaſure were ja/ anf Pla, 
th iy Neighbour hath done thee w70WA ni 
and perlifis 1 in it without repentance Of iſ 
reparation, tis no unchari ableneſs to bühand 
diſpleaſed or to think amiſs of kink. 
In ſuch a cate thy anger is no ſia, ſo lon nt a 
as it 5 it ſelf Within 1 25 ee Joni 


n 


7 5 CE 
to the Toꝛd's Supper, >! 
lhe Holy Communion. For that Ordinance 
Moth not oblige us to be reconciled in 
tagpur Thoughts to wicked and injurious 

A en, while they ;pez:tently continue 


Wh. It will indeed require us not to 


revenge our ſelves on them to do them 
10\pr0g, or to deſire their ruin, or as 
!t\ much as hurt; but not to have kind 
Aſefand good thoughts of them while they 
; Montinue obſtinate in their {ins and in- 

Jaſtice Other ways it were in the pow= 


Ocer of every wicked Perſon to hinder the 


iall good man from the Sacrament when 


* 


bußhe pleaſed. On ſuch an occaſion (I ſay 
me may be innocently angry, and not 


only pity the ijurious man, which ma- 
ny times is but a proud, though more 


an lauſible word, to diſguiſe our anger, 


07 nd the Perſon that is but thr s juitly 


* Mdifpleaſed with an offender againſt God 


) band himſelf is not indiſpoſed for the 


im Sacrament thereby. It this be yourCaſe 
War any time, you ought not to per. 


/\Mmit the Injury of another to do you 


to much öore, as to keep you from 
10 7 Love. | | | 
* Hl 3 But 


our Attendance on Chriſt at his Feaſt 


n 


* 
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But (2) If upon examination you] e: 
have found, that your ziger and di. 1 
pleaſure was unjuſt, then the ſ and the fo 
wrong was on your part, and you oughtF di 
ta repent as a preparation for the S c 
crament, Which indeed is the propercitÞ m 
Inſtrument to advance your further de 45 
grees of Penitence. There you will 7; 
find conſiderations and helps for the cool py, 
ang the heat of your Paſſion, and to; 
the allaying the boiling of your rh 
and animoſity, I tay, it you are con 
vinc'd in your Contcience, that you 
wrath is andeſerved, you ought to IifWan 
pent, and if you 40 jo, you ought to uſſſyo 
the Holy Sacrament for the confirmation if 
and heightuing of your Repentance. ol 
So that the Scruple of not being ie 
Charity, cannot juſtly keep any troſeq 
the Sacrament, but thoſe that knoſh; | 
they hate their Brother without Shyo 
Cauſe, and are reſolved to perſiſt e 
that hatred ; ſuch as will not be Add 
conciled to one that hath done they. , 
wrong, though he repeats, and ende 
vours reparation. And ſach, in effecqhot 
renounce Chriſt and declare that th 
| expe 


—_— _ — 
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uf expect no benefit from his Merit, or 
Mediation, for the obtaining Pardon 
he for themſelves. If this be your Con- 
ht dition, you may well be afraid to 
Sf come to the Holy Sacrament, and you 
eli may as well tremble to pray, Forgive 
de. as our Treſpaſſes as we forgive them that 
vill Treſpaſs agarnſt us. For this is directly 
0% prayizzz againſt your ſelves, I hope it 
fois not thus with any of you that make 
ra this Exception, e 
on! But your Neighbour you think is 


ouſſan evil Man, hath done you injury, 
1 on not ac you pardon, or ſought 


UF our amends, you are therefore much 
/10li\pleaſed, and feel great Anger in 

Four Mind againſt him; but yer are 

g ery ready to forg/ve upon his acknow- 
iroWedgments and defire of forgiveneſs, If 
mor be after this manner with you, you 
ut pught not to avtain from the Sacra— 
ut ent for this Reaſon ; but rather to 
e Mddreſs your ſelves to it, to provide and 
they that your juft anger may not grow 
ndeſnto malice and rage; that you may 
ciicÞhot be provoked to repay your Enc- 
the ny one Injury for another; but that 
exp D 3 by 
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by the due uſe of thoſe holy Myſte- 
ries you may be more inclined to 
forgtveneſs, when he ſhall be fit for 
it, This I think is ſafficient for that 
Doubt. f 

(II) Bat I have fo much Buſineſs fal- 
len upon me, that I have not time to pre- 
pare my ſeif, and therefore ] cannot 
come. 8 
In An ſwer to this, T ſhall ſay ſome- 
thing that concerns, 1 Buſineſs; and 
{omething, 2aly. that concerns Prepa- 
ration, 
(1) As to Bufreſs. Doth your 
Buſineſs afford you time to eat, and 


drink, and {leep, and none to fit your | 
Souls for ſpiritual Entertainments and | 


Converſe with God? 


(2) Have you any greater, have | 
you any better buſineſs, than to pre- 
pare your ſelves to remember the 


Love of your dear Lord, to meet with 


him, to renew your Covenant with on 
God, and to receive Pledges of his br t. 
Pardon and his Love? Do you not 
reckon that this is Buſineſs, and theft 
molt important and neceſſary 15 che 

8 nels | 
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| neſs ; and ſhall the greater Matters 
give place to the leſs ? 
) Is not much of the Buſineſs that 
= hinders, needleſs? Have you not vo- 
luntarily involv'd your ſelf in more at- 
fairs than it was neceſſary you ſhould, 
or than your State or Station in the 
World required? Might not ſome of 
it have been put off to ſome other 
time; or might not the time that you 
| | ſpend in impertinences be employed in 
ſome of that Buſineſs? _ 
Ask your Conſciences theſe queſti- 
ons; and know that what ever Buſi- 
d | nels you take upon you more than is 
ar contiltent with your Duty to God, and 
1d 80 your Souls, that Buſineſs is jour Siu. 
Put if your Buſineſs were not voluntary 
ve put thrown on you by providence, the 
re · ing ſuch necejjary Buſineſs is God's 
the Nor; and while you do it in his fear, 
ih nd with an Eye to his glory, you are 
fuhſoing ſomewhat that is a preparation 
hisſpr the Holy Sacrament, or at leaſt 
pot which doth not by any means 
theſW&p4-/poſe you for it. And hence I paſs 
uſi-ÞÞ the Anſwers that concern 
5 2 II. Pre- 


— — neg ng GELS Res > a % N N 
. - 3 4 
* 


red to Prayer and Hearing, as well as 


you perform zheſe Duties; if act, you 


and to take the firſf Opportunity of | 
the Sacrament, there to confeſs your 


when we hear, and when we pray, we 
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II. Preparation, As to this take 


theſe two Things. 


Ci) There are Preparations requi- þ. 


to the Sacrament? Meditation is the 


Preparation for Prayer, and Prayer the 


Preparation for Hearing; and I hope 
that notwithſtanding your Bulinels 


are to repent ſpeedily of your neglect. 


ſin, to declare your repentance and re.. 
ſolutions of amendment; to beg Pardon p 


for What you have omitted, and Grace g. 
to aſſiſt you in what you reſolve, But g. 
if you have perform'd thoſe holy ſervicen, Se 


then I fay, 3 =_ 

(2) That thoſe Performances joynedſi to 
with Faith and Repentance, are Prepi- | as, 
rations for the Holy Communion, For arc 


4 A 


2 


3 thi 


do the ſame thing that we do at the W. 


Sacrament, tho' not with that ſolem. or 
nity; we remember Chriſt when we the 
Hear, and we do the ſame, and renew. 
our Covenant with God, when we pr 04%: 


(ih 
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(in which two I have told you the na- 

ture of the Ordinance conliſts) ſo 
that theſe ac are diſpoſitions and pre- 
; | parations for that which is the more 
5 2 . A ecood Life in the 
e % diſcharge of our Duties rowatds God 
e and Man, 5 an Habitual and conſtant 
ol 7 WP 70” for the Sacra LE ani a 
u true Chriſtian 5 al! ys F044} and pre- 
1 pared to remember Chriſt, and 70 confirm 
ol the Covenant whereby he is a Chfiſti— 
ur“ an. It is indeed- very fit, that be 
|= ſhould take ſome time before we ar 
on}. 4 proach the Lord's Table, to call t6- 
ice] gether into our Thoughts the ſeveral 
ut} great Inſtances of the love of our dear 
Saviour, which we are to remember 
there: What particular ſens we have 
to confeſs, and to reſolve and covenant 
$ 2g4/uſt ; what Graces we want, and 
are more eſpecially to 7mplore. Theſe 
Jrbings we {hould do, but they are not 


el 


PF} 4* t- 
For“ 
We e 


the Works that will require much Labour 
en. or Time, if we have been conſtant in 
well the other preparatory Duties of Medita- 
ge tion, Prayer and Hearing; for they do 
prof babituate e ſuch Thoughts and Reſoluti- 
UW. 2.3 ons- 


pre par 411025. The more timet hou takeſt, 
and the znoręe Prayers and Thonghts thou 
imployeſt with other means, "to make] 
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ons to the Souls of good Men. Bur if 
thy caſe be ſuch that thou haſt been 


an evi! Man, and zegligent of all ſpiri- 
tual Duty; but art now ſenſible of thy || 
fin, and defirons to reform; that ſenſe | . 


and thoſe deſires of amendment (if they | 


are {xcere, and if thou underſtandeſt | 
the nature of the Sacrament, and God's 


Covenant that is ſealed by it) are thy 


the ſenſe of fin deep, and the deſires 
of Reformation iatenſe and great, the 


mo. e thou art prepared, and the better 
things are like to ſucceed with thee. 
But if thy preparation arc of a lower; 

and more im perfect degree (if ot the 
true gs thou De go 4 Figs 


nnn 


5 on to o Heal more » under the by 


Head, v. 


En. 
i wt 


from pablict Communion. 
either of ſuch as refrain, becaute (1) 


Who 
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(II) To conſider the Scraples of 


Conſcience, that keep ſome / wholly 
They are 


they think themfelves raxorthy, or (2) 
of thoſe that do it, becauſe they think 
others unworthy, (3) of ſuch as refuſe 
on the Opinion, that the way ot Ag. 
miniſtration is Vaworthy, Moſt of the 
conſiderable and uſual Doubrs - will 


fall under one or cther of theſe, 1 


begin with thoſe of the fr /t fore: 


(1) We would come to the Holy 
Communion, but alas we a'e not wor. 


| zhy of ſo great an Honour and Privi- 


lege; and we are afraid to come, be- 
cauſe we hear, that he Hat eats and 
arinks unworthily, eats and arinks his 
own Damnation, 


To this, propoſed thus in the ge- 


3 neral, I anſwer, (1) We are alſo a+ 


worthy of common Mercies of Meat, 


and Drink, and Raiment ; and of the- 


more uſual ſpiritual Mercies, that God 


ſhould /peat unto us, or that we ſhould 
be permitted to ſpeak unto him ; ſhall 
we therefore flarve our ſelves, and go 

D 4 na bed ꝰ 
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zaked ? Shall we therefore refuſe to 
Hear and pray f In the Sacrament there 
is ſomelſhing of Daty, and ſomething of 
Privilege; when we are commanded. 
to do a Duty reſnable and juſt, ſhall N 
we reiuſe becauſe we are wnworthy ? 
When we aic invited unto a Benefit | 
great and /ree and weceſſary, ſhall we re» | 
liſt it becauſe we ate not nor7hy? To do 
this, is to render our ſelves wore ande. | , 
ſerving, wlien God offers Favours we | / 
may and out to accept, tho? we are 
unworthy of them. LY 
(2) All Men are unworthy in the | i 
Senſe of the Law. Every) Man in his | © 
beſt Eſtate is altogether Vanity, Pſalm, 
39. 5. We are all an unclean Thing, and | 
our righteouſneſs is as filthy Rags, I ſa. 64. 
6. The Meaning is, all Men are Sin. 


ners, and their beſt Services are im- 
| perfect and polluted. There is none 


i 
| 
| 
$ 

p 


righteous, no not one, according to 
the Strictneſs and Severity of the |? 
Law, which requires unſinning Obe- WM; 
dience. This Unworthineſs then is not 
a Reaſon Why thou ſhouldſt refrain; 
yea R : „ ne | 


LMS 
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(If thou art ſenſible of this thin 
Unworthineſs, and deſirous to be made 
more worthy, thou oughteſt for that 
& Reaſon to come. Tis ſach that Chriſt 
invites: Come unto me all ye that are 1 
wear) and heavy laden, and I will give on 
vieſt, Matth. 11.28. He came not to call 
| rhe righteons, but Sinners to Repentance, 
Mat. 9, 19. Ho! every Man that thirſteth © 
| come, Ia. 55. 1. The Spirit and the Bride 
ſay, Come, and let him that is athirſt 
come, Rev. 22. 17. Senſe of ſpiritual 
Wants, and Deſire of ſpiritual Supplies, 
is part of Goſpel Worthizeſs ; and that 
5 | - which gives a Right to the Sarrament.. 
. | Thy being an amworthy Sinner, is not a 
4 | © Reaſon why thou ſhouldſt refrain, ex- 
2 cept thou art obſtinately reſolv'd to 


1 
£77 N 
2 
8 
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„continue ſo, The Beggar is never the 
- [7 more 4zworthy of an Alms, becauſe he is. 


in Rags and great Miſery ; nor the ſick. 
3 Man the more anworthy of the Care and 
2 Pains of a Phyſician, becauſe his Diſcaſe: 
s great and violent upon him. If indeed 
ot the Begg ar loves and chuſts Want, and 
ſcorns Charity; if the Patient hates and 
reſiſts the Phy ſician. and his Applications, 


if þ D 
75 


Se? 
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in ſuch a caſe the one is unworthy of 


=) ROT = 


— aa 


relief, and the other of the means of 
health, It this be thy caſe in Spirituals; 
thou. art zuworthy; and till thou art 
of ancther temper, I would not per- 
iwade thy coming- But if on the 
other hand, thou art ſexſible of thy 


ſins, and deſirous of pardon and grace to 


reform, thou hath the. qualification that 


renders thee one that may and o? 
to come: And thou art worthy as a Beg» 


gar 15 of an Alms, or the Szck of Phy 


fiche That is, thou wantelt it, and | 
Chriſt invites thee to come, and to 


receive ſupplies ſuitable to thy wants. 


So that if it be haus with thee, the 
Sentence of the Apoſtle procounced 
on him that eats and drinks uaworthily | 
will not concern thee, - 


But the Doubter preſſeth the mat: 


ter more particularly, Kowleage, Faith | 
and Repentance, are peceſſary to this | > 
worthineſr, [But I have no knowledge, | © 
I cannot believe, I cannot repent; and | 

therefore aw not worthy] A 
I {hall ſpeak to thele diſtinly and | 
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As to what concerns, (1) o- 
lellge, 1 propoſe theſe things. DT. 
C1) Perhaps thou art miſtaken in 
the Degrees of Kpowledge that are ne- 
ceſſary. It is not neceſſary thou ſhouldſt 
have knowledge in dezp and coxtrover- 
Gal Points 5 no, nor yet in many doctri- 
nal Opinions about Religion, that are 
leſs ſpeculative and nic? : It is not ne- 
ceſſary that thou ſhouldſt be acquain- 
ted with the diſputed Matters about the 


- Sacrament, or be able to diſcourſe 
largely upon the Subject. No, Ne» 


ceſſary knowledge is in few things, and 
thoſe practical. If therefore thou arr. 
inſtructed in the main plain Points of 
Chriſtian Doctrine, and in the great 
Rules of Chriſtian Life; if thou under- 

ſtandeſt the Sacrament to be a Remem- 
brance of Chriſt, and a confirming our 
Covenant with God; and knoweſt 
thoſe eaſy things I have before ſet 
down about ir: There is no reaſon - 


then why thou ſhouldſt plead igno- 


race in barr to thy Dat and Privileg e. 


Bur 
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But, 
(2 If thou art really ignorant, in 
thoſe plain Things, thy Ignorance is 
inexcuſable ; 'tis a great &, and an 
Argument of prodigious Careleſneſs and 
Neglect: For no ore can want Capactt; 


to Know Things ſo eaſy, and no one car | 


want Opportunity to know 1 hings fo 
common, and no one can plead Excuſe 
tor not endeavouring to know Things 


ſo zeceſſary. It this then be thy Cate, |. 


repent oi thy Stupidity and Carelel- 
nets that. accalioned thy Tgnorance, 


and apply thy ſelf preſently to thy 4 


Spirit al Cuide, or ſome honeſt know- 
ing Neighbour, to inftruct thee in 
thoſe gicat and neceſſary Matters. Be 
afraid and aſhamed to live a Day long- 
er in ſuch dangerous Darkneſs amid{: 
fo much clear Light: And 'till thou 


haſt got our of this State of wilful |: 


| Biindneſs, meddle not with Holy 
Myſteries. Burt this, I hope, is the 
Condition but of very few of you: 
Thoſe that make the Objection, are 
- Moſtly ſuchi as do it upon the former 


Miſtake, 


1 
e e : 


DET 


to the Loꝛd's Supper. $5 
Miſtake, which 1 have endeavoured to 
rectify. 


CII.) Want of Faith is pleaded. | 
| And to this Scruple I ſay. | 
(1) Perhaps thou art ot, and haſt 


a | hoon miſ-raught in the Doctrine of 


Faith. It may be thou taketh Faith 


to be an Aſſurance of Salvation; or 


ſuppoſeſt that it requires thy Alſent 
to many Principles, and /uch as are un- 
reaſonable or doubtful ; or prehaps thy 


Mind hath been cor} bunded by Phraſes, 


and various, metaphorical, and dark 


| Repreſentations of Faith, fo that thou 
doſt not ſo much as know what it £1,-08 
whert in it conſiſts. Theſe all have been, 
and often are the Cafes of many well. _ 
: diſpoted Chriſtians. The good Man is 


not abſolutely aſſared of ins ſalvation; 
or he doubis ſometimes of many Do- 
ctriues and Opinions that he hain been 


| tauy br to believe as Fundamentals; or 


his Under ſta ning x $c94;4s'd hy V ar iety 


ok od Notions, and thereiore he thinks 
he hat not Futh, and dares not ap- 


Jpioach the Holy Table , If any of 


chele be thy Coudiziong reity ray 


thoughts, 
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thoughts, and thou wilt be rid of thy 
vain fears: Conſider the matter free- 
ty; look on it in the light of Scripture 


and Reaſon, and thou wilt find, thar 
thoſe conceits about Faith were ground: 


leſs. Lay this down for certain, that | 


the plaineſt and moſt obvious account of it 


zs trueſt ; for God would not make 


that the great Condition of the Go- 
ſpel, which is difficult to underſtand, 


Now the plain, ſpiritual, rational 
| Notion is ths, Faith in the general is 
the belief of a Propoſition affirmed 5 Di- 


vine Faith, the belief of ſomething up- 
on a Divine [ eſtimon); Goſpel ſaving 


Faith is ſuch a belief of Divine Teſtimo- . 
, as hath influence upon the Heart 
and pradice, and confirms them unto |. 
it. If now we believe other Teſtimo- ; 
nies, put not that which God hath gi- 
ven us by, and of his Son, our Faith is 
meerly humane, and we have nothing 
to do with the Holy Sacrament, If we 
believe the Revelations of God in the 
Goſpel, but that belief hath not yet had 
ſuch power upon our affections and 
epnwerſations as it ought, and as we 

deſire: 
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deſire: In this caſe we may, and” tis our 


duty to come to the Lord's Table, to 


profeſs that degree of Faith which we 


have, and to pray for more; that it 
may be made ſo ſcrong and lively, as 
to transform our heart, and all our 
powers into the ens of it, and into 
his likeneſs who is the Author and Fini- 
(her of our Faith. And finally, if our 
Faith hath already had this effect upon 
us, We are to come to the Sacrament 
for further confirmation of it. This is 
the ſhort and plain Account of the 
Matter, and if I jhould run it out in- 
to further Diſcourſe, this part would 
be diſproportioned to the reſt If my 
brevity leave any of you unſatisfied 
in this, or any other things belonging 
to my Subject, Jam at hand, willing 
and ready to give you further Satis- 
faction. But. 

(2) It may be the weakneſs and 
imperfection of thy Faith makes. thee 
think thou haſt zone. In this Caſe 
ask thy ſelf the queſtion : Do I think 


that Chriit Jeſus was an {mpoſtor, and 


that the Gel is a Table? Thou 
ſtart 
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ſtartleſs and abhorest theic Thoughts : 
Hence thou mayſt be aſſur'd that thou 


haſt ſome Degree of Faith; but that, it 
may be, is very ſmall and low : Be zhat | 


the Caſe ; ask thy ſelf then again, 


Ft 


Whether thou haſt any Deſire that | 


thy weak Faith ſhould be ſtrengthened, | 


and thy imperfect Faith ſhould be 7» 
roved to greater and nobler Meaſures ? 


If thou art a Perſon fit ro be dealt 


with under his Head of Conscience, it 


is thas with thee ; Thou art ſorry for 


this Imperfiction, and deſirous of Growth 
and Improvement: And if /o, apply thy 
ſelf to the Holy Sacrament, as to the 


proper Means of Growth, and emed of 
thy Imperfectioa. Here thy Faith will 
be exerciſed, and by xe it will be 


felt; ſo that thy Loubts will be 


cleared: Experience will aſſure thee. |? 


And how thy Falth will by the Uſe 


of this Ordinance, be quickned and 


advanced, hau {hewn already, Thus 


to the Obj:ttioa trom the ſuppoſed 


Want of Faith, Burt, 


III) The 


W mh 
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(II) The good Man thinks that he 


| wants Experience too: He cannot 
| repent he s ich, and therefore is not 


worthy in aniwer, I take Notice, 


hat, 


In. Repentance Two things are con- 
* fiderable, viz. 1, Sorrow for Sin, and, 


; 2, Iurniug {rom it to a Liſe of Holi- 


nels and Virtue, 

1. It may be thy Sorrow is not ſo 
. zntenſe and great as thou thinkeſt it fit 
and ſuitable to ſuch an Occaſion : Thou 


canſt not Weep and grieve /9 much for 


thy Sim as the Evils of it require; and 
{yr thou mayſt not wholly want the 
Grace of Repentance. 4, indeed, 
are Sinners, and all mult repent : 
But Men are Sinners in izdifferext Mea- 
I ſures. and Degrees of Guilt ; and 


their Sorrow ard Rumi ion will. 


likewiſe be diſferent. Deeper Con 
victions and greater Agonies and 


Pangs of Sorrow may be expected 


from them whoſe Sins have been capi- 


tl and zotorious, than from thoſe 
others whoſe Lives have been more 


%, and leſs tainted with rantizg 


Enormities, 


I 
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Enormities- In may be then thy E. 


ducation hath been ſober, and thy 


Inclinations not bent towards the } 


groſſer Vices; thou haſt not com- 


mitted any horrid Crimes, or ſuch | 
Sins as look ghaſtly in thy Conicience ; | 


and conſequently thy Converſion hath 
not thoſe terrors, and that dread in 


it, thoſe melting Sorrows, and violent | 
expreſſions oi Grief that thou obſer- |: 
veſt in ſome others. Though it be 


thus, thou haſt no reaſon to be dil. 
couraged, if thy Sorrow be ſo muchas 


to engage thee to humble thy ſelf be- 


fore God, ſincerely to beg grace and 


forgiveneſs, and to obtain from thee Va- 


tred of thy Sins, and Reſolutions 
againſt them; that ſerrom of thine is 
Goal) ſorrow, and part of true repen- 
zance though it have not the greateſt 
degrees of vehemence: Theſe may be 


* 


wanting on another account allo in | 
them that are truly Penitent ; their 
temper may be more cold. and their 
paſſions calmer than others are; and on] 
this ſcore their reſentments leſs nota- Þ 


ble, and the Expreſſions of them lets 
rb ers _- eager 


] 
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eager : So that violence in ſorrow are 
not always arguments of true repex- 
tance; Nor the abſence of them a ſign 
of 7mpenitency and hardneſs. If thou 


art ſo ſenſible ot fin as to defire and 
endeavour to overcome and forſake it, 


thou art a Penitent in part, and thou 


oughteſt to come to the Sacrament 


for the ſtrengthening of that ſenſe, and 
to gain more Aſſiſtance and more 
Reſolution to ſubdue thy Sin. And 
if there be any real defect in thy for- 
row, repair thither, that it may be 
awakencd; and excited to degrees 
more becoming, and effective. | 
But (2) The Objection preſſeth as 


to the other part of Repentance, I can- 


ot leave my Sin, and therefore dare 
not approach the Holy Myſteries : But 


doſt thou dere it? Doſt thou endeavour 


it ? If ſo, though thy deſires are im- 
pertect, and thy endeavours weak, 


yet it is thy Duty to preſent thy ſelf 


at the Holy Table, There thou mayſt 
expect to have thy Deſires zncreas'd, 


| and thy Endeavours heightned and en- 


 couraged, And how both the former 


ack 
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Act of Repentance, which is Sorrom, and 
this of Aver ſation, are promoted by the 
Sacrament, I have particularly ſhewn in 
the former Periods, to which I refer 
you for your fuller Anſwer to this, and 
ſuch like Objections. 

Thus of the Scruples that ariſe 
from the firſt Head, the Apprehenſion 
of our own Uzrorthineſs, I deſcend 
to another. 

(I) Some abſtain from the Sacra- 
meat becauſe of the Unworthizeſs of 
Others; wicked Mea are admitted, and 


they will not have Communion with 


ſuch. Yea, they are commanded to 
have no Fe/lowſhip with them, Eph. 5. 
11. and 7o come out from among them, 


2 Cor. 6. 17. 


For che anſwering this, I propoſe Þ 


theſc Things to be conſider'd: 

i) Haſt thou taken the Method of 
our Saviour, Matth. 18. 15. With the 
Sinner from whoſe Communion thou 
thinkeſt thou muſt withdraw? Haſt thou 
privately told him of his Faults? Haſt 
thou admoniſh'd him before Nitaeſſes? 
Haſt thou told the Church ? If ſo, mow 
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haſt done, and he perſiſts {till in his 


Wickedneſs, he will no doubt be %a 


excluded from Chriſtian Communion 3 


| and fo the toundation of fly doubt 


e 5 N ; * e * 


worn r gd: So Pry 


will be taken off. 

(2) How art thou ſure when thou 
ſeeſt thoſe thou calleſt wicked come to 
the Sacrament, that they do not repent 
of their wickedneſs, and come to the 
holy Ordinance to beg Pardon for their 
fins, and ſtrength againſt them? How 


doit thou know that they are not 
come to bind themſelves by deep reſo- 


lutions and ſacred vows, to a ſpiritual 
warfare, and a new obedience ! Their 


coming makes Profe//ron of ſuch deſigns 
and reſolutions, and how doſt thou 
know that that Profeſſion 18 aſl iacere ? 


Haſt thou a way of prying into he 
Heart. 


But the Man returns to his ſins as 
ſoon as he hath done, and Hence thou 
wilt ſay, thou knoweſt his Hyporriſ). 


This indeed were ſomething. it it 
could be certainly foreſeen; but how 
he will demean himſelf after the Sacra- 
ment, tltou canſt not foretell; This may 


have 
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have more effect upon him than for- 

mer Sacraments have had. This I ſay, 
may be, and Charity thinketh no evil, 
bat believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
1 Cor. 13. Or, if it now again probe 
otherwiſe, it is no certain Evidence 
that the Man only made pretence and 
ſhew ; he might then mea and deſio n 
truely and well; but temptations and 
his 1afts were too ſtrons for him, and 
carried him away againſt all his en- 
deavours, and reſolutions. 

63) Thou performeth other cred 
Duties, in which thou remembreſt 
Chriſt, and hath Communion with God, 
in the Company of evil Men. Thou 
joyneſt in Hearing, and publick Prayers 
with /ach: And why mayeſt thou 
not be preſent at the Sacrament with 
them? 

Ut it be pretended as a reaſoz of 
a;fference, That hearing the Word, 
and Prayer, are converting 0rdinan- 
ces, but the Sacrament is not tlo: ask 
thee then, whether thou meaneſt by 
[converting] a turning Men from open 
Le to the Fr Wye of the Chriſt: 


al 
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indeed is no converting Ordinance; 
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an Faith, and the owning of Chriſti- 
an Virtues? or only the turning thoſe 


that profeſs this Faith and Religi.n be- 


fore, to the practice of them? If thou 
intendeſt the former the Sacrament 


9 


nor are the Word and Prayer ordi- 
| narily uſed for ſuch purpoſes among 
us, where the Goſpel is already gene- 
rally profeſs'd: And thou doſt not 
bear the Company of the Wicked, 
of which we ſpeak in the Places of 
| publick Worſhip, upon any ſuch ex- 
pectation. „„ 


But if by Converting Ordinance, 


| thou meaneſt (as is molt likely) ſuch 
aà one as God uſeth as a means to caule 
Men profeſſing the Name of Chriſt 
to depart from iniquity, to turn from 
ſiu to holineſs, and from the power of 
* Satan unto God; I ſee no reaſon why 
any ſhould think or fay, that the 


| Sacrament is no converting Ordinante. 


If it be not, either 'tis becauſe the 


| Sacrament is no proper means; or becauſe. 
| God will not concur by his Grace with 


it. Neither of theſe can be ſaid with 
Nees Rs — 
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any ſhew of reaſon: Not the former; 
For why ſhould not the ſolemn remem- 
brance of Chriſt, and the conſideration | 
of what he hath done and ſuffered be 
a means for the killing of Sin, which 
he came to deſtroy, and the promoting 
holineſs, which he lived and dyed to 
advance? Yea, what can be ſuppoſed 
more /ikely and p nerful for the pro- 
moting of that bleſſed Purpoſe? Why 
mould not the ſig and ſea! of Gods 
gracious Covenant to give Pardon and 
eternal Glory to all that forſake their | 
Sins, and live an Holy Lite, be a fit 
Inſtrument to provoke thoſe that un. 
derſtand it, to renounce their Sis, an! 
to devote themſelves unto Holineſs ? > 
Why ſhould not that ſolemn, ſacred Eu- 
gagement, that all that know What 
they do lay on themſelves at the 82. 
crament, to endeavour to depart from 
_ every known evil, and to . 
Lucmn duty, be a means to oblige them 

to it? Certainly there is nothing that 
in the zature of the thing, ſeems to be 
a more liel inſtrument to convert Men 


from a //fe of i to a 58 of Holineſs; 
tha 
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lineſs; 


than the ſacred remembrance of our 
Lord at his Table. So that if this Or- 
dinance be not converting, it mult be 
becauſe God will not concur by his 


Grace in it; but whoever faith that, 
ſpeaks what he cannot know, and cannot 


prove ; he talks without Book, and a 


gainſt it; and is fo extravagant in his 


Aſſertion, that it would be folly to 
attempt the confuting of him. 

This I have ſaid on this occaſion, 
not to engage in a Coztroverſh, but 


to clear a Matter of Chriſtian Practice. 


And the very root of this Objection 


lies in this conceit, That the Sacra- 
ment is not à converting Ordinance ; for 
Which there 1s zothizz but Fancy, and 
the bare Saying of ſome miſtaken Men. 
But now, if as 1 have proved, the Sa. 
a- crament may be, and is an Taſtrament 
to Converſion, then, why ſhould any 
refrain, becauſe evil Men are admit. 
ted to it? ada own an 


(4) If wicked Men come to the Sa- 


21 crament that are not prepared for it, 
nd their anpreparedneſs is 1% ir fin, and they 
Mall anſwer for it But we ought nor. 


E |  there- 
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therefore to neglect our Duty, becauſe 
they have omitted theirs, We may, 
and we ought to adviſe, and admonith 


them to prepare themſelves tor the 


- Ordinance betore they come to it: If 
they will not follow our brotherly ad- 
monition, we cannot help it; we 
have done what we can to render 
them more worthy, and their {in ſhall 
not be laid to our charge. To prepare 
our ſelves for the Holy Communion, and 

to addreſs our ſelves unto it, 7s that 
Which we are ſure concerns us; it we 
neglect, 'tis our n, and other Mens 
Sins will not excuſe us. Their ſinning 
in one (ind ſhould be no reaſon why 


we ſhould % in another. There is 


no reaſon that we ſhould ſtarve our 
ſelves, becauſe others take the Bread 
that belongs not to them. | 


„ Communi- 


cants, and others receive anworthily, 


They have no Communion with us, nor 
we with them They only eat Bread | 
and drink Mine; but we partake of the 5; 


myſtical Body and Blood of our Lord. 
Or Communion i is with the Father, and | 


with | 4 


_—\ 


i 9 
- 


to the Loꝛd's Supper. 99 
with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and with the 
faithful, worthy Receivers; but the 
Unworthy partake neither with us nor 
| 2hem, If an Apeleap upon the Table 
” andeat of theBread where Friends are 
met at an Entertainment, is he there - 
fore a Gueſt? Is he one of the Com- 
pany e If Writings are to be mutually 
| ſealed there among the Friends, and 

that Creature catcheth up the Seal, 
and doth as the Covenanters do, 1s he 
therefore a Party? Hedoththe ſame 
Action, but not with the ſame Deſipns 
and Ends; and theſe make the Commu- 
nion. The Caſe is thus in Reference to 
thoſe ungodly Men that iatrude to the 
Sacrament; and the pious Communi- 
cCants have no Reaſon to think them- 
- ſelves concerned in their Company. 
© Their Bodies are together, but their 
u- Spirits act and move different Ways. 
ly, The Communion is ſpiritual, and only 
or thoſe that receive as they ought have 
-ad ©, Fellowſhip with Chriſt, and with one 
the another. And this were enough to 
rd. anſwer that Part of the Objection 


755 
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ind alſo that is taken from the Scripture, 
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"Rees we are forbid to have fellowſhip 
with wicked Men. But I add, 

(6) When Chriſtians are prohibi- 
ted wicked Fellowſhip, Epheſ. 5, 11. 
It is evident that the prohibition con- 
cerns Heathen Myſteries, Which are 
there call'd the anfrairful Works of 
darkneſs, becauſe they were uſed in 
cloſe receſſes; and werſe 12, The 
Apoſtle ſaith, It is 4 ſhame to ſpeak of 
theſe things that are done of them in 
ſecret. Chriſtans were not to com- 
municate with the Neathens in their 
abominable Myteries; No, nor may 


they partake with wicked Men'in any 
action of Vice, nor make them their 
boſom Friends, nor be concerned 


with them in other Matters more than 
needs; eſpecially if they are open 


Prophane, and obſtinately ungodly. 
But it doth not therefore follow, that 


they muſt forſake their Lord's Ta- 


ble, and the moſt folema Expreſſi- 


ons of Duty to him, becauſe evil 
Men mmrudingly preſent themſelves 
unto it. 
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And whereas Chriſtians are com- 
mandet to come out from among them, 


and to be ſeparate, 2 Cor 6. 17. 'Tis 
plain, that the Perſons they are re- 


quired to ſeparate from were Hea- 
thens and Idolaters. For they are cal- 
led e 3 Verl. 14. Iufidels, verſ. 
15. nd that they were Jdolaters, 


18 nien ra ver ſ. 16. J bit ares 


meat hath thi Temple of God with 
Idols? Whence it follows, Where- 


17 T 
» ore come out from amouoſt them. So 


n 


that this place doth not concern the 
preſent Buſineſs; Chriſtians were to 
Aber, from the Worſhip of Heatlen 
Idolaters, but it doth by no means 
| follow hence that they muſt forſake 


; the true Chriſtian Worſhip, becauſe 
- evil Men (who yet proafels Chriſty 


1 afford their preſence at it. 


And this may ſuffice for Anſwer 


| to the Objections taken from the An- 
; | worthineſs of others that are admitted 
i in mixt Communions. 


| Laſtly, | 
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Lafily, The Unworthizeſs of our 
May of Adminiſtration is pretended 
by ſome, as a Reaſon why they can- 
not communicate with us, I ſhallonly 
{peak briefiy to two Exceptions of this 
{ort. 
1. The Sacrament is adminiſtred 
_ amongſt us in the Way of Forms of 
Prager, which they think to be con- 
trary to ſpiritual Worſhip. And, (2) 
kneeling as it is required, which they 
ſuppoſe to be contrary to the firſt 
Example, and ſo an irregular Poſture 
of receiving. „„ 


To the firft, I ſay theſe things, (1) 


| Worſhip and Prayer may be ſpiritual, 
where Forms are uſed: For the ſprri- 7 
iuality doth not conſiſt in the inventi-Þ7 
on of words, but in the due intenti. 

. on and engagement of the Soul, If e 
| we pray in faith, with hamility, ſelf. 

| reſignation, and holy deſire of the good. 


things we paay for, we pray 1 they t. 
ſpirit, tho by 4 Form. And if on thef n 
other hand, we expreſs our ſelves by #4! 
_ -coucetved Prayers never ſo fluently and 1 
"eaxpeſtly, and have not thoſe diſpoſition] ty 
1 off 
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of Soul upon us when we pray, our 
Prayers are formal, though without 


a Form, Which of theſe is firtzg in 7! 


ſelf, ] ſhall not diſpute, bur only ſay, 
that either is unlawtul, but both have 
their uſe ; and add, that one ſor may 
be propereſt at one time, and the orhes 


| fort at another ſeaſon ; 10 that tis ſilly 


ſuperſtition to be devoted to the opint. 
on of one of them, as abloJutely t5 


condemn the other as rwalanfu!, In 


publick }/or{hrp, Forms have the ag- 


vantage in ſecuring the Gravity and 


Solemnity of it, and 1n this too, that 
the Worſkipers know what it is they 


join in: But in ſecret Devotions, con- 


ceid d Prayers may ſometimes ſuit bet- 


ter with particular occaſions, and may 
engage the Aﬀections more. So that 


either of theſe may be uſed, as ſhall 


beſt accord with the ends of Prayer. 
And when the publick Aathority of 
the Church requires the one, we may 
not ſcruple it, though we are more 
affected with the other, eſpecially, 


ſince we may in private take the liber- 
ty to ule which of them we think fit- 
F teſt. 
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teſt, (2) Thoſe that are moſt àgainſt 
Forms, pray by them, when they join 
with another that prays, though he 
does it never fo mnch ex tempore: For 


in inverting the words they pray by; 
the Minifter gives a Form to them. 
And if you may pray 1n the form of a 
private perſon dictated to you ſadden— 
%, and without deliberation, and which 
you do not know before, whether it 
will agree with good ſeace or ſound Do- 
Arint z why then may you not do it in 
the Forms of the Church, compos'd by 


Conſiderations and Advice; eſpeci- 
ally when they are ſuch as we do, or 
may know before to be pious and grave, 
ſuitable to Chriſtian /Veceſitres, and 
Chriſtian 77aths ! There is no good 
Reaſon that I know to make a Scruple 
of the latter, if we admit the former. 


(II) Ryeelizg at the Sacrament is 
not agreeable to the firſ# Example; 
our Saviour adminiſter'd to his Dil- 
ciples ſꝛting; and perhaps you fear 


the Peoples Minds are not concerned 


wie aud reverend Perſons upon mature 


there Þ 


. 1 


3 . at 
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there is ſomething of Popery in the 
poſture of Kueeling, 

I anſwer (1) we are not bound to 
a nice and punctual obſervance of all 
the Circumſtances that were in the Pri- 
mitive Example: The Sacrament was 
firſt adminiſter'd in the Evening in an 


upper Room, only to Twelve Perſons 


and thoſe Men, and Eccleſiaſticks, or at 
leaſt ſuch as were deſtined to be ſo 
But even the Objectors do not think 
we are obliged to act inthe Sacrament _ 
ſtrictly after the Example of the 

_ Particulars : And why ſhould we ſup- 
pole our ſelves to be tyed in the mat. 
ter of poſture, more than in thoſe other 
Circumſtances which we acknow. 
ledge to be of no binding nature? (2 
The poſture of thoſe times at Meals 


was not fitting, but leaning, accord- 


ing to the then Cuſtom of the Romans. 
So we read, John 21. 20. That the be- 
loved Diſciple leaned on his Maſter's 
Breaſt at Supper. And tho' the Ergliſh 
Tranſlations renders Luke 22. 14. 
He ſat down, and the Diſciples with 
him z it is in conformity to our phraſg - 

e © ©. ang. 
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and cuſtom, which is fitting ; for the 
word in the Original [aviz«79] doth 
not imply that poſture, but is applica- 


ble to any other that is uſed, as well 


as ſitting. So that if we are ſtr!» 
tyed to the original poſture, we mult 
lean at the Sacrament, and neither ſit 
nor kzeel. But (3) the Inſtitution 
nath not bound us to either the one 
or the other, but left the Matter to be 
determined by the general Rules of 


Decency and Reverence. And ſince 
the Fathers or the Church have com- 


manded kzeeling, as the poſture moſt 
expreſſive of our Humility and Reve- 


rence in receiving the Pledges of Di- 


vine Love, 1 ſee no reaſon why any 


mould bogple at it; much leſs why 
they ſhould refuſe their Duty, and 
their Privilege, abſtain from their 


ſpiritual Food, and the ſolemn Re. 


membrance of their dear Lord, ra- 
ther than d a thing ſo 7anocent, ſo 
decent, apd fo reverent, which the 
Authority of the Church requires 
rom them. He hath but little appe- 
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it except he may do it in ſuch a fa- 
ſhion as is agreeable to his own hu. 
mour. 1 os f 
Ay, but the Objector doubts, that 
there is real danger, and ſomething 
of Popery in the caſe; the Papiſts uſe 
| kneeling to ſignify their adoration of 
the Hoft, and the Scrupler fears 
there may be ſome ſuch thing in our 
practice, But this fear is very an- 
charitable and groundleſs, ſince our 
Church doth fo vehemently and con— 
ftantly declare againſt the. Trasſub- 


n__ % 
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þ ſlantiation of the Romaniſts, and the | 
4 Adoration of any Creature 5 and ſince ; 
8 we are always told, that kneeling is 
7 required for no other Reaſon than to 
7 ſignify Our Humility and Rewerence : | 
1 And though the Papiſts do express 
F more by that Poſture, yet ſince our 
Church declares, that zhzs is all ſhe in- 

- | trends in reverence to the conſecrated 


Elements, there is no ground why. 
any ſhould think more is meant by it. 
Kueeling ſignifies Revereace as well as 
Worſhip; and the declaration of the 
Perſon bimfelf is enough to ſhew. | 
L | e hi _ which 4 
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| which of them he intends. But be- 
[ cauſe, though the Popiſts adore the 
[ Bread as the real Bod) of Chriſt, and 
j thorefore kxeel before it, yet that can 
: be no reaſon why we ſhould ot in this 
remembrance of our Lord adore him- 
ſelf: They kneel to him as preſent cor- I 
porally ; we worſhip him as vertually } 
and ſpiritually preſent. — 
This I might urge further as a poſi- 
tive Argument for the poſture of kreel- 
ing, over and above the uſe of it, as 
an Anſwer to the Objection. Thus,! 
all acknowledge that Chriſt is to be I it 
worſhipped: Receiving the Sacrament | /a 
is the proper Worſhip of Chriſt; and | th 
kneeling is a proper ſignification of ado» ge 
ration. It follows that on this account th 
kneeling is fit, and fitteſt to be uſed in Þ Cl 
the action of Communion. But I ſha!l I ut 
- Purſue this matter no further, what Parc 
T have ſaid may ſatisfy the modeſt and Þ He 
reaſonahle ; and people that are ſet Ire 
and refoly'd in their Opinions, will Ft 
not be ſatisfied with never ſo much 


more. 5 * 
. Iihould It x 
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J ſhould now draw to an end, but 
lam loth to leave you without tome 
particular Rules of Preparation; Theſe 
| I ſhall lay down plainly and briefly 
in the enſuing Periode . 


»UUUUDCU vi 


HE Perſons that are come to 
1 the Sacrament may be di- 
ſtinguiſhed into two forts, v. Either 
: fach as do repent and are ſorry for 
their Sins, but have not yet in any 
good degree prevail d over them; or, 
thoſe other more improv'd and grown.” 
| Chriſtians, who in covliderable mea- 
ſure have maſter'd their Sins, and 
are endowed with many habits of 
| Holineſs and Virtue, The fir{t fort 
pre yet under the Lav, viz. A ſtate 
pf ſenſe and conviction of Sin, but 
have nor attained to the glo- ious Li- 
qc) of the Sons of God, or the [tate 
pf power over them. But the v.hers. 
q ns 1 8 5 | have. 
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have arrived to that Power in Com- 
petent Meaſure, fo that iz doth not 
reign in their mortal Bodies, becauſe | 
they are not under the Law, but under 
Grace. For Diſtinction fake, I call 
the hrit fort, Bare Penitents; the 
ſecond, the Faithful, Now the Pre. 
parations that concern theſe are diffe- 
rent, as their States are. ls 


I. For the Bare Penitents, and Sor- | 
rowers for Sin, I adviſe them to pre- 
pare by the Rules tollowing. | 


C1) Endeavour to make your ſelves :; 
"AS as rid as you can of the ev/ of ſin;; J 
Conſider it is an enemy unto God, and 
to your own Happineſs ; as the 44e t! 
ingratitude, and the greatelt deformity Þ2 
as a thing to be hated for it ſelf, ile 
there were no Conſideration had tq: 


SJ 


* 


its effefts ; Look upon it as the de th 
ſtroyer of your preſent, as well aß tu 
future Peace and Felicity; as the eng an 
ſlaver of your Souls to the Devi an 
that which debaſeth them to th thy 
Likeneſs and Condition of Beal:Y nel 
ff Kaare 
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Aggravate ſuch Conſiderations in 
your thoughts by all the Circum- 
ttances that may render fin odious to 
you. 


(2) Conſider the gracious Na- 
ture of the Covenant that God hath 
made with us in his Son; that by 
that Covenant he hath aſſured all 
true Penitents of Pardon of their 
Sins, and ſtrength againſt them, So 


that be our Sins never ſo any, or 


fo heinous, they will be forgives, if 
we repent and turn from them ; 
and be they never ſo ſtrong and vio— 


|; ent upon us, they may be overcome, 


if we accept and uſe the Grace that 
the Covenant offers to us. Repre- 


1: ſent theſe things duly, and frequent- 
i ly to your Thoughts, and for the 
g making the deeper impreſſions on 
them, collect thoſe places of Scrip- 
ture that ſpeak ſo fully of the Love 
and Mercies of God, his readineſs to 


Pardon, and deſires of our happineſs, 
the frequent and free offers of his kind» 
neſs; his Jvitatious to Sinners to 

N come 
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come unto him, and his often bewail- 
ings of their obſtinacy and hardneſs in 
running from him: Conſider that he 
ſent his Son into the World to ſeek 


and to ſave them that were loſt, to | 


bring Sinners to Repentance, to take 
away the Sins of the World, to deliver 


us from the Wrath to come, and that 
the World through him might be ſaved ; 


I fay, draw together /uch Paſlages, 
awell upon them in thy Meditations 
till thou haſt fi thy Soul with them, 


And then thou wilt find great en- 
couragement to ſeek for Pardon, | 


and wilt be ſupported againſt thoſe 


faintings and deſpondences, that 


the meer ſenſe of Sin, without a 
Saviour, might occaſion in thy 


(3) Aﬀter this ſummon up all thy 
Reſolutions againſt thy Sins; Con- 
ſider thy Baptiſmal Engagements, 


how juſt, and reaſonable, and neceſ- 


ſary they were; Relolve to confirm 


them by New Vows. Content not | 
thy ſelf with ſome cold and indefinite 


inten- 
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intentions of ledaing a new Life ſome 
time or other, but endeavour to ſettle 
in a firm, unalterable purpoſe of ſioht- 
ing again Sin, and living unto God. 
Do all thou canſt by Reajoz and Reli- 
ein, by the Conſiderations of Duty and 
| of Tatereſt, to fix thy Soul here, And 
then, 


* | C4) Be earneſt with God in Prayer, 
to give thee a fuller ſight of Sin, 


” and clearer, ſurer thoughts of pardons 

A ing Mercy; To preſent thee with 

4 more Arguments to heighten thy Re- 
1 


e 1 lolutions, and to make thy Soul more 
capable of being moved by them. I 
ſay, apply thy ſelf unto God by Pray- 
er, publick, private, and ſecret Pray- 
er, Confeſſing thy own vileneſs, ac- 
: knowledging his Mercies, and reſol- 
ving new Obedience. And being. 
thus prepared, e 


thy 
On- 1 | | . . | Bo 
nf (5) Look on the Holy Sacrament 
eceſ- as thy great Duty and Remedy ; as that 
1 to which God calls thee, and the 
not State and Neceſſities of thy Soul call 
„„ 


ten- N 


V 


and expectations; for they that hunger 


filled, 


Then, 


of his Reęſurrection and the glory ot 
his Aſcenſiun. Turn thy Thoughts 
earneſtly, and often, upon theſe and? p. 
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thee; As that Ordinance in which | 
thou art to ſeek and mayſt expe? par- Þ 
don and ſtrength, reſolutions and peace. 
Conſider this, and raiſe thine appetite | 


and thirſt after riohteou[neſs ſhall be | 


And now when thou haſt exerciſed | 
thy ſelf iz theſe Acts, and the time of 
the Holy Communion approacheth. 


(s) Imploy thy time in an atening x 


and affectionate Thoughts of Chritt!. 

thy Lord. Conſider the greatneſs ' 
of his Condeſcention, the Kindueſs of » 
his Unaertaking, the holineſs of his 
Life, the purity of his Doctrine, the 


heavineſs of his Suffering, the power 


ſuch Inſtances of the Hiſtory of the % 


Holy Jeſus, and by them diſpoſe thy to 
felf to a benefiting Remembrance of C 


+2048 
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him at his Table. el 
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1 ; And, Laſtly. Gather up all thy 
Thoughts and Reſolutions together, 
. % wiz. thy apprehenſions of the vile- 
| eſs of fin, of the Grace of the Cove- 
kant, and the Merits of thy Lord; 
thy parpoſes of leaving every evil 
Way, and of renewing thy baptiſmal 
Jos, and fay to thy felt, Now 1s 
ot the time come that I muſt uſe zheſe 
h. th ughts and reſolves, that I may 
obtain pardon, and ſtrength, victo— 
ry over Sin, and Aſſurance of Happi- 
iz , neſs: My Lord invites me to the 
it great repreſentation of the evil of Sin 
in his own ſufferings; to ſee his Body 
1} wounded, and his Soul made an offer- 
ig for Sin, in the Type of bread bro- 
blen, and Wine poured out; to re- 
member his Conqueſt over Sin, by 
Death, and a glorious Reſurrection; 
Jo ſee the Covenant of Grace and 
4 pardon ſealed : He invites me to 
2 theſe Privileges, and calls upon me 
to bind my ſelf ſtronger in this holy 
Covenant, and thereby to make my 
felt the ſubject of thoſe bleſſings it 
x allures and convey. I ſay, imploy 


thy 
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thy Soul in ſuch Thoughts, and 
bring them with thee to the Lord's 
Table, ſpread them before him 
there in humble Confeſſions, Sup— 
plications and Acknowledgments, 
and thou mayeſt then expect to re- 
ceive the Benefit thou art ſeeking 
after. 


Theſe are Preparations for a bare Pe- 
#itext, that hath yet made but little 
Progreſs in ſubduing of his Sins 


And though the higheſt Degrees ot |: 


all theſe are not abſolutely necetlary 
to the Coming of ſuch to the Lord's 


Table; yet the more they have been | 


exerciſed in them, ſo much the better 


it is, by ſo much they are more pre- 


pared, and ſo much more they may 


expect of the Benefits. But if your 
Minds, that have not been uſed to 
piritual things, will not fix long on 
ſuch Thoughts and Meditations, en- far 
gage them as far as you can; pro- & 
ceed in the Method preſcrib'd with i 
that diligence and care that becomes g 
one that is ſerious. And then, tho“ 
5 2 NR 
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your preparations be imperfect now, 
they may be more compleat againſt 4- 
| zother ſeaſon. If thou art ſenſible they 
have been ſo deſective, maintain and 
| keep up that ſenſe, and reſolve upon 
„it, to endeavour to fit thy ſelf better 
for another Sacrament, by renewing 
the ſame Method, which will be ea- 
ſier for thee in the progreſs than it was 
in the beginning. . 
e As for the other ſort, viz. 
II. Thoſe that have advanced in the 
di | conqueſt of their Sins; they are to act 
oder all the former Particulars, that I 
s | have adviſed to the bare Penitent: For 
en |being yet finners and imperfect, they 
er [have need to uſe that Method. And 
re- [there are theſe few other Directions to 
ay be briefly added, that do further con- 
ur ſcern them. 55 : 


- (1) Call your ſelves to a particu- 
lar Account concerning your Ss, 
ro- Examining what Vices you are molt 
ith gadicted to, and what are the ſins 
es of your Tempers, or of your Pro- 


ho? 7 feſſion 


OY 
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£378 
; * 
8 * 


118 An Earneſt Invitation 
feſſion and Calling: When you have 
found thoſe, exerciſe particular Acts of 
Repentance upon them, and renew 

our Reſolutions againſt them, Con- 
ſider that Allowance of them is in- ' 
conſiſtent with ſinceriiy, and a State 
of true regeneration ; that 'tis necel” Ft 
{ary you ſhould oppoſe and ſubdue | - 
them, and that the Holy Sacrament a 
is to be uſed as a means tor that bleſſed Þ a 
_ ab * 


(2) Examine what ground you have | lu 
got upon your ſins lince the laſt Sacra- | to 
ment, whether you are now more / 
tender and fearful of oſfending God than | Vo 
you were before; Whether your /z - | Mz 
clination to any evil be wore weakened ma 
and mortiſied? If ſe, take incourage. Pat 
ment hence to go on with more Chri- | wa, 
ſtian vigour and reſolution, If wot, be 
humble your ſelves for your unfruitful: vide 
neſs, and endeavour to diſpoſe your [Met 
Souls to make a better uſe of the zex: {then 
J 8 
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(3) Inquire into the ſtate of your 
Souls as to your Graces; what Graces 
are wanting, and what are weak ? 
which are growing, and which at a 
ſtand? And when you have found 
the condition of your Souls as to theſe, 

| then exerciſe you meditations upon 

| -heſe Particulars in the Life, Doctrine, 
and Precepts of your Lord, whom you 
j are to remember at his Table, that 
may be proper for your Caſe. Apply 
your Thoughts, and Cares, and Reſo— 

e | lutions that way. Den and Reſolve 
a- | fo attend the Holy Sacrament for the 
re | ſ«pply of thoſe wants, and to endea- 
in | Vour to uſe it /o, that the needed Graces 
may be obtain'd, and the weak ozes 
ed | May be ſtreugthened, that thoſe that are 
ro. (at a ſlay may be put into notion for- 
Ti. | wards, and #hoſe that are growing may 
0% be further improved. If you thus pro- 
„vide and imploy your ſelves in the 


our Method before remembred, you will 


et then be meet Partakers of the holy 
M ſteries, and may aſſure your ſelves 

Jof the bleſſings and advantages which 
uirethey convey. . 
3 Thus 
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"BIS Subj ect would have requi- 
red a * Diſcourſe, but my | 
preſent Buſineſs was principally with 
the Careleſs and MVegligent, to whoſe |* 
Condition I have moſtly applied my | 
ſelf, For the others, that are folicitous |. 
for their Souls, and deſirous to be fur- 
ther inform'd about this great and im- 
portant Affair of Preparation, I fhall | 
| adviſe them to get, and carefully to 
read and digeſt Two Excellent Books 
of the Sacrament : The former call'4 
Menſa Myſtica; or, A Diſcourſe concern. 
ing the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
By Dr. Simon Patrick; and the latter | 
named the Chriſtian Sacriſ ce, containing V 
- moſt Excellent Meditations and Pra Yer; 50 Pp. 
both before and after the Sacrament. te 


In the Firſt Deſign of this little W 
Diſcourſe I intended to have added O 
ſome Things of that fort for your. 

Uſe : 5 but while 1 Was pes rs cf tg 


hols his aſt Books, the 33 CV 
: ang 


. 


2 
I 


* 
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and Piety of which is extraordinary; 
and there is nothing that I know fitter 
to prepare your Aﬀections, and to ex- 
cite them to the nobleſt Height of De- 
fre and Love, than thoſe Heavenly Me. 
aitations? And you cannot uſe more 
Proper, judicious, or affeQionate Prax. 
ers, than thoſe he hath annex'd. So 
that 1 was exceeding glad when I ſaw 
this uſeful, much needed Work, fo in- 
comparably well done, that there was 
no Occafion of my doing any more in 
it, than earneſtly to recommend that 
Book to your Peruſal. And I intreat 
you to get it into your Houſes, and 


from Time to Time endeavour to 


warm your Souls by it, when you arc 


Preparing tor the Sacrauent, and by it 


to fix you in your Reſolutions of living 
according to your Eugagements there, 


When you have attended on that bleſſed 
Ordinance. 


And now, my Friends, I leave you 


to the Blefing of God, and the Conſide- 
ration of What I have ſaid, What- 
z ever Judgment may be made of it, 


I . > J-have- 


{ Wanne 


8 2 CAS a 
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I have this Teſtimony, That I meant it 
ſincerely. And I ſhall never ceaſe to 
pray, that both you and I may ſincere- 
Iy practiſe according to it, 


Tour Faithful Monitor, 


and Servant, 


Poſitlcript. 
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Pollcript, 


Citizens 


O F 


Chriſtian Friends, | 
EsiD:s the Writing of this Book 
for your Uſe, I have taken what 

Care I could, you (bould have it 
in your Hands; "aud eſpecially thoſs of 
the poorer Sort that cannot buy, I was 
extremely ſattsfiea to perceive ſo £004 an 


F 2 158 
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Poſtſczipt. 
Effects of thoſe Endeavours a? the laſt 


ſolemn time of Sacrament. Such 


Communions have not been here ſince our 
happy Troubles, that unhingd all: 


Ana nom give me leave to as, you: 


Did it not comfort your Hearts to fee 


ſomething like the former Days of Cha- 


rity and Peace? Is it not a bleſſed light 
to behold a full aſſembly of Chriſti- 
ans met with one Accord, to worſhip 
Chrilt heir Lord > Is ot the Service 


more ſolemn, and are not our Hearts 
more raiſed? Are not our Devotions 


kinaled by the Zeal of others; and our 


Spirits refreſh'd by going to the Houſe 
of Godin Company ! Is zt not joyful 
| 20 ſee the mutual Amity of Chriſtians 


expreſsd there; and to join in full Con. 


| ſent in remembring our dear Lord; joiat- 
ly vowing our ſelves to his Service; prai- 
fng him for his Love, and waiting on 


him for his Bleſſings? Is not this more 
like Religion and Worſhip, tha the 


| diſcouraging ſight of 4 few ſcatter d 
here and there, when Maltitudes turn 
iir Backs upon this Feaſt of Divine 


—— — —ͤ— « 


r r 
» 


— — — 
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Grace and Love? Is not this more com- 


fortable than li. ding in a ſtupid Neglect of 
a great known Duty, and better than YUM = 


ning into Cor mers after Faneies and ui. 


known ways 2 Is not Religion more 2 
nur d, and Peace more promoted, Aid 

harity ana Edification more ddanced, 
by 2 j014t Worſhip of our Redeemer, thin 
by Separations ad proud Singularities? 
Have not our Children ana Servants 4 
bet ter Example in ſuch a Practice? aud 
are they not prepared for Revetfence, and 
a careful Senſe of Religion, men the) ſes 


Full Congregations 45040 ee Je 
pon the Ser vice of it f Will not this oreat 


Reproach of the Reformation be 741 
away by our Unantmity i Worſhip ; and 


the Scandal of our Coldneſs and Want of 


&eal, that hath turn d ſo many to the 


Charch of Rome on the one Hand, aud to 


the Sects on the other, in great part be 
removed, and our Charch better ſecared 
12 theſe dana erous Days | trom hoje Eee 


nit on both Sides ? 


126 Poſtlſczipt. 

1o theſe things, Sirs, if you conſider 
you muſt conſent, and I beſeech you to 
weigh ſeriouſly the Benefits that will ac- 
cre to your jelves and the publick weal 
of the Church ad Kingdom, by an 
Accord in Worſhip. As you have be- 


| : gun in this, 1 hope you will hold on, and 


hem that it was not only a Fit of Devo- 
tion, or any by-conlideration that in- 
duced you to it, but 4 Conviction and 
ſence of Duty, : 


ade repreſented to you the neceſſity 
cf perſeverence i Religion, and the 
dangers of Apoſtacy: They that 
endure to the end ihall be ſaved, Mark 
13. 13. But if any Man draw back, 
God faith, His Soul hath no pleaſure 
in him. Ig a terrible ſaying that of the 
Apoſtle, which I wiſh you well to conſe. 
er, It is impoſſible for thoſe who were 
once enlightned, and have taſted of 
the Heavenly Gift, and were made 
partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
have taſted the good Word of God, 
and the Powers of the World to 
come, if they hall fall away, to re- 
8 % 
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new them again to repentance, Heb. 
6. 4, 5, 6. | 
You have now ſolemnly confirmed your 
Baptiſmal Engagements, and ſacredly 
vored your ſelves to Chriſt as bis Ser- 
vants and Subjects; whatever imper— 
fection there was in thoſe beginnings, 
take heed you ao not account them 4s 
nothing: God aoth not deſpiſe the day 
of ſmall things, Tach. 4. 20. Jon 

are not to be diſcouraged vecauſe you feel 
not any great effect, at firif ; the pro- 
greſs of the Grace of Goa, like the 

growth of Plants, is often by degrees, in. 
ſenſible: Ix continuance you will find 

the benefit, increaſe of your Graces 

and of your Comforts: But if you leave 

off what you hade begun, you will grow 

worſe and worſe ; more hardened in ſin, 

and more averſe to ſpiritual Duties : 
Jou will diſbonour Religion, and the Ho- 

ly Sacrament, wore by your A poſtacy, 

than ever you did by jour jormet neg- 

| lects: Jou will offend and diſcourage | 
| others from trying thoſe ways which you |} 
* have attempted and left; and woe be to 
thoſe by whom ſuch Offences come. 1 
cp: E 5 But, 1 


4 


vey ! glad ro meet more of Jou at fach 


=— 0 
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But, Sirs, I truſt, you having begun in 


the Spirit, will not thus end in the Fleſh, 


You have ſolemnly profeſsd your Belief in 
Chriſt, azd Adherence to him; Hatred 
of your Sins, and Reſolutions of new 
Obedience. And I hope you ſee no Cauſe 


to alter your Minds; If not, in the Name 


aud Fear of God, keep 07 in Jour Atten— 
dance an that ſacred Orainance : Neglect 
10 Opportunity of meeting our Lord, 
profiſſing your Love, and receiving Tokens 


of his. The primitive Chriſtians 4a at 


firſt every Week ; and our Frequenty in 
the ſame Duty may contribute much to the 
reſtoring that Divine Spirit of Holineſs, 


and Peace, and Love, that was ſo eminent 


among thoſe Blelled Saints 42d Martyrs 


of Jeſus. 


T wiſh you mould afford me Occaſion 
20 deliver the Sacrament every Month, 


(7 the Tear) as J ao it during the 


S 


Summer-Scaſon, for rhe fake of thoſe 
pious Strangers that are willing to 
mn ſpiritual, as. well as natural 


Means of Health: And I ſhould be 


Times, 


Poitleript I29 
Times, It would be no Hindrance to your 
Affairs; for God and Religion are 
aever out of a Man's way, At his Table 
weſeek and may hope to find his Bleſſing ; 
and this is neceſſary lo the Concerns of 


this Lite, as well as to tnoſe of the next. 


And, methinks, every one that hath any 
Senſe of Sin, and Remorſe for it, ſhould 
rejoice there is ſach a Remedy, and hat 
frequent Recourſe to it. e fall into Sin 
daily, and thereby w 042d our Conſcien- 
cc, and lay in Matter for Troubles aud 
Fear: This obligeth us % repeated Afts 
of Repentance, and the more ſerious and 
tolemn it is, the more effectual it will 


be, and the more Comfort and Peace will: 
ar iſe from tt: 


Now in the holy Sacr ament we ſolemnly 
profeſs, comfirmy and exerciſe our Repen- 
Lance; and receive their Aſſurances of Par- 
d.n and Peace with God ; ſo that ur 
own \\eeds fhonld urge us to frequent At- 
a e 0n this ſacred Duty, aud des 
fire ad care. 2 Lk the Rey uy 


of it. 
F 
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This, as it would eaſe thoſe that are 
oppreſs'd by the burthen of their ſins, ſo 
would it be an excellent preſervative 
againſt it For nothing tends more to the 
deſtruction of our ſins, and growth of 
our Graces, than often to examine our 
ſelves, to renew car Reſolutions, and 
#0 implore the Divine Aid and Help: 
And to theſe Exerciſes the Holy Sacra- 
ment emoageth us; and therefore this is 
one of the moſt effeCtual Inſtruments of 
Reformation, and an Holy Life, that | 
we can uſe. 5 


Upon the whole, my Chriſtian 
Friends, let us all repent and be heartily 
ſorrj that we have hitherto been ſo want- 
Ing 70 the great Duty, and to this Spi- 
ritual Intereſt ; ad reſolve through the 
Grace ad Strength of God to expreſs 
our unfeigned Repentance for our former 
neglects by our future diligence. 


To affiſt jour Devotion in it, I here 
annes joime particular Prayers, which 
thoſe that are not better provided, may 
uſe as there is need, Theſe I thought 


Very 


VVV 


r me. * 
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very proper to be added, becauſe I fear 
many perform this Duty in a cold, dead 
cuſtomary manner, for want of ſome 
ſach Help. | 


Aud nom I pray God to bleſs theſe 
Poor Endeavours both to You and Me, 
and that we may be encouraged and 
excited by them to conſtancy in our 
Duty, and affiſted by his Grace concur- 


ring with them to perform this ſolemn 
Worſhip with ſuch Sincerity and De- 


votion, that his Name may be glorified, 
and our Souls comforted with the Pardon 


of our Sins and Peace of Confcience. 
here, and at length attain that everlaſt- 


ing Peace aud Reſt that remains for good 
Men in the Ming dom of our Lord Jeſus = 
19 whom, with the Father, and Holy 


Spirit, be Praiſe and Adoration hence- 


Forth and for ever, Amen. 
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| PRAYERS 


FOR THE 


LORD) e en 


2 . 
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4 P R AYE R at Ea OD the 
Holy SACKAMENT #s bighn. 


' O5T Gracious Father, Thou 
inviteſt me, a vile Sinner, un- 
worthy of the leaft Favour, 
to a {piritual Banquet, to a 

Feaſt of Love; Lord T am come upon 

thy gr aciousCall; being poor and necdy, A 

Wea y andheavylade en under the Burthen 

of my Sins, 1 come unto thee, O Los, | 

ol 


e 
by U 
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for relief and reſt: Help me to ap- 
proach theſe Holy Myſteries with 
fear and reverence, deep humility, | 
and ardent devotion « With an Heart | 
full of Faith and Love; ſenſible of 
thy infinite Goodneſs in ſending thy 
Son to die for me; and of his inex- 
preſſible Love in undertaking and | 
accompliſhing the Works of my Re- 
demption, truely ſorry for my mant- 
fold fins, and thoroughly reſolv'd a- 
gainſt them; and grant, Holy Father, 
that hereby my Graces may be 
ſtrengthened, and my Sins deſtroyed : 
That I may ſerve thee ſincerely and 
acceptably all the Days of this mortal 
Lite, and in thy due time attain thy 
everlaſting Kingdom, through the 
Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
my bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


| A P R A TER while others are 


Receiving. 


Lord, I praiſe thy Name that f 
thou art pleaſed to admit me 5 


5 to the Congregation of thy People 
%% ͤͤ ⁵ Bees ci 


fo: the Lozd's Supper. 135 
to be partaker of the Communion of 
Saints, and in that to enjoy Holy 
Fellowſhip with thy ſelf, and a com- 
| fortable Earneſt of that glorious, per- 

fect, moſt happy Communion thou 
| haſt given us ground to hope. for in 
= thy Kingdom: Grant, gracious Lord, 

that 1 may thankfully and joyfully en. 
tertain this Privilege, and be diſpo- 
| ſed by it to Univerſal Charity and 

Love unfeigned to theſe thy People, 

and to all Chriſtians. And Lord 
help theſe thy Gueſts worthily to re- 

ceive this preſent Token of thy Love, 
and make them and me ſuch in reali- 
ty and truth as we are here 1n this 
ſolemn Profeſſion, thy obedient and 
faithful Subjects. Let our Hearts be 
knit to Thee and to each other, that 
we may henceforth live in Unity and 
brotherly Love, forgiving one ano- 
ther, forbearing one another, as God 
for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven us; 
T- being pitiful and courteous, ready 
f to do good and ro communicate; to 

| diſtribute to the neceſſities of thoſe 
I that wan, and prepared for every 
ö „ good 


136 Foungof Prayers 
good Work: That God's Holy Name 
may be glorified, our Profeſſion a- 


dorned, Chriſtian People edified, and 
our Souls comforted with the Peace 


of God, and Peace of Conſcience here, 


and finally rewarded will the full 


Enjoyment of the Love and Holy 


Communion of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt ; through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, Amen. or 


„ 


|= FN Lord, Thou God of Love, grant 


that as we thy Servants arche re 


met in a joint and folemn Remem- 


brance of thy Son our Lord, in Obe- 
dience to his Commands and Holy 
Appointment ; ſo all the Members 
of thy Church may agree in the 
ſame common Profeſſion of thy 


Name, and of thy Son's Religion: 
performing the great Duties, and 


participating of the main Ordinances 
with oze Accord, in one Heart and 


one Mind, that our Diviſions being 


the 


amn 


— . + > ei ARR Sad moges fo. 
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the Scandals occaſioned by them may 

be removed, Atheiſm and Infidelity 

may be aſhamed, all Wickedneſs, 

Spiritual as well as Carnal, may be 
diſcountenanced, and true practical 

| Goodneſs advanced in the World: 
That Peace and Love, and all the 

bleſſed Fruits of them, may abound, 

and true Religion in the Power of 

it, may glorioully increaſe: That the 
Profeſſors of it may no longer con- 
tend about Mint, Auiſe, and Cammin, 

| but heartily and ſincerely mind the 

| great Things of the Law; and par- 

ticularly the Law of Love, that New 
Commandment, that we ſhould love one 

another: That we may return to the 

primitive bleſſed Temper of Holineſs 
and Charity, and frequent Commu- 

| nion ; that we may ſhew our Faith 
by our Works, and our Loye by our 

| Obedience; and not ſpend our Zeal 
and Strength in diſputing, but en- 
gage the Vigour of our Affection, and 

J Reſolutions in Holy Living, and 
hereby expreſs our affectionate Re- 
_ | membrance of Chriſt, and prepare 
JE our 
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our ſelves for that Enjoy ment of him, 


which we expect through the Merits 
and Mediation of that bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. . 


APRATYTER when the Miniſter draws . | 


near with the Elements, 


Leſſed be thy Name, O Lord, that 
I was born in a Chriſtian Land, 
and admitted to thy Church by Bap- 
tiſm, and have lived to a Capacity of 


ſealing my Baptiſmal Vows in mine own | 
Perſon : Lord, I heartily take thoſe 


Engagements upon my felf; I renounce 


all Sins, the Works of the Devil, and“ 


worldly Vanities and ſenſual Luſts: I 
heartily believe thy Holy Religion, and 
ſincerely profeſs conſtantly to endea- 
vour to obey thy Laws, and earneſtly 
implore the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace and 


Spirit to enable me to keep theſe Reſo- 
lutions; through Jeſus Chriſt my Lord, 


Amen. 


A PRAYER 


2. mt AHo r3R 8 


fo: the Lozd's Supper. 139 


APRATER- a the Receiving. 5 
of the Bread, + 


ORD, I receive this broken Bread, 


1. the Repreſentation of thy Body 
5 


in Memory of thy wonderful Incarna— 


tion, and meritorious Sufferings, and 


vow by it, that I will by the Grace of 


God perfift in the ſtedfaſt Faith of thy 


moſt excellent Religion, and ſincere 


Obedience to thy moſt Holy Laws, to 


my Life's end. Amen. 
Another. 


ORD, I believe, help my Unvelief. 

I take this Sign of thy Body as 

a Loken of thy Love, and Seal of thy 

Promiſes, to obtain for me the Pardon 
of my Sins, and the Salvation of my 

Soul, upon the Terms of Faith and new 


Obedience: Lord, I ſtand to my part of 
the Covenant, and in full Aſſurance of 


Faith, I rely on thee for the Accom- 


pliihment of thine : Be it anto me accor- 


ding to thy Word. Amen. 


— Or AP IP + aft 6-0 5b; 00 AN 


Another; 4 
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Rant, O Lord, that this Bread of 
Life, receiv'd by me in ſtedfaſt 
Faith and humble Thankfulneſs, may 
refreſh and nouriſh thy Soul, and be an 
effectual Means of the Growth of my 
_ Graces, and Increaſe of my Comforts, 


till I come to Life Everlaſting, through 


Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer at the receiving of the Cup. | | 


ORD, I remember with all Humi- 
| lity and Gratitude the Effuſion of 
thy precious Blood for me, and the 
Atonement made by it: Grant me ſuch 
= a Senſe of thoſe Sufferings as may 
| awaken a due Abhorrence of my Sins, 


and ſuch av Apprehenſion of that 


Propitiation, as may encourage my 


Addreſſes to the Throne of Mercy for 


Pardon and Peace; and quicken my 


Endeavours in the ways of Repentance 7 


and Holy Living, ?till I obtain the 


Bleflings thou haſt purchaſed by thy 
| | | Merits, 


fo; the Lodz Supper. 
erits, and practiſed in thy Goſpel. 


Imen. 


Another. 
of Hat manner of Love was this, that 
ſt while we were Enemies Chriſt dyed? 
y ord, make me deeply ſenſible of this 


n Witoniſhing Goodneſs; and inable me 


y Wo expreſs my Thankfulneſs by a con- 
3, tant and intire Subjection unto Him, 
h ho hath bought me with the ineſti- 
 Fmable Price of his moſt precious Blood, 
co whom be Praiſe and Adoration for 
Jever and ever. Amer. 
bo... SE Another. 
f Ts 3 1 
e ORD, waſh me from my Sins thro? 
h that Blood which I here comme- 


y I morate ; that being deliver'd from the 
„ Terrors of Guilt and Wrath, I may ſerve 
t | thee without fear, in Righteouſneſs and 
y | Holineſs all the Days of my Life, accord- 
ring to the Precepts of thy Goſpel, which 
thou haſt inforc'd by thy holy Exam- 
e ple, and ſealed by thy meritorious 
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APRATER after Receiving in 
VCC 


A LE Glory, and Praiſe, and Ado- 
ration be given to thee, O Lord, 
for all thy Benefits, eſpecially for thy 
Jon, for his Life and Death, Reſurrecti- | 
on and Aſcenſion; for his Doctrine and | 
for his Example; for the Appointment | 
of this Memorial Feaſt ; tor thy gracious 
Invitation of poor Sinners tothy Table, 
and for thy admitting me the unworthi. 
eſt of them to partake of thy ſpiritual 
Duties. Let me never forget this Love, 


or ceaſe to remember this dear Lord; p 


but carry the Thoughts of him and it } 
into all my Affairs, that they may re- 
gulate and direct the Actions of my 
Life, to the promoting his Honour, 
and expreſſing my ackowledgments of 
his Goodneſs . That ſo at laſt I may 
partake of his Glory, and enjoy the full 
. manifeſtation of his Love, through his 


Merits and Mediation, in his Heavenly 


and Everlaſting Kingdom. Amen. 


Another. 


Ys 


{ fox the Lord's Supper, 14z 


. Another. 

\ Lord, I have now once more, 

in confidence with thy gracious 
aſſiſtance, entred into a ſolemn Reſo- 


lution againſt my fins, to be more 
$ watchful over my ways, and to have 
more regards unto thy Laws, I moſt 
| humbly and penitently implore thy 
| pardon for mymanifold breaches of 
ſuch ſacred Vows, thoſe at Baptiſm, 


and others ſince at thy Table: And 
now earneſtly beſeech thee to affor d 
me ſuch meaſures of that Grace, 


which thy Son hath - purchaſed and 


promiſed, as may be ſufficient to 


ſtrengthen my natural weakneſs, and 


to overcome my powerful temptati- 
ons; that I may ſerve thee accepta- 
bly, and faithfully, all the Days of 
my Life; through Jeſus Chriſt my 

Saviour, Amen. 1 


Another, 
Lord, Thou haſt ſealed to me 
the Covenant of thy Grace 
more to me in and through thy pp. 
5 an 


and aſſur'd me of the Forgiveneſs of my 
Sins, the Power of thy Grace, the 
Light of thy Countenance, and the En- 
joyment of thy Love, upon the Con— 
ditions of Faith and Repentance, Lord, 
| muſt ſubmiſſively praiſe thy Divine 
Majeſty for this Grace and wonderful 
Condeſcention, in entring into Cove- 
nant with ſuch a worthleſs Sinner; I 
for ever love and adore ay bleſſed Son, 
my dear Saviour, for the Merits of his 
Lite and Death \by which he hath ſatis- 
fied thy Juſtice and procured this gra- 


cious Covenant. Help me, O Lord, 


to abound more and more in Acts of 
. devout Praiſe and holy Love; and to 
give conſtant heed to the diligent and 
{ſincere Performance of thoſe reaſonable 
Conditions which thou haſt required, 
and I have accepted and engaged to 
fulfil: That I may obtain the Effects 


of thy gracious Promiſes, through Jeſus 


Chriſt o our Lord. Amen. 
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